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Membership Applications 
Nominee: Michael Holland 
Suburb: Fullarton 
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Editorial 
 
For those of you who do not know me, my name is Cathey Brimage and I am predominantly a sword 
collector.  I have stepped in as editor to relieve Tony Harris, who having produced Barrels and Blades for 
many years now has decided to take a break.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank Tony for his 
tireless efforts with our newsletter and his ongoing contribution to our committee.  Whilst no longer our 
editor, I do hope Tony will be a regular contributor. 
 
Please understand that this newsletter is only as good as the content and this relies on contributions for 
members.  Please feel free to email articles etc. to me directly at Brimage@optusnet.com.au 
 

Up and Coming Events 

2017 

21st May 2017  Kevin Tarling Auction 7 Palmer Avenue Kilburn inspection from 9am, Auctin 
starts at 10.30 am http://www.tarlingsevents.com.au/ 
 

20-21 May 2017 Greengrass Antique & Modern Arms, Penrith Panthers, Mulgoa Rd., Penrith, 
NSW  Malcolm Gault, 0407 016 420 http://penrithgunshow.com.au 
 

27th & 28th May 2017 Toowoomba GUN MILITARIA & COLLECTABLES SHOW Toowoomba 
showgrounds Glenvale Rd Danny Watson 0407 643 776 / 07 4637 0536 
www.cmmilitaryantiques.com 
 

? June 2017 Gympie Gun Show, The Pavilion, Showgrounds, Gympie, Qld. 4570 Gordon 
MacRae (07) 5486 5208 
 

1-2 July 2017 Melbourne Arms & Militaria Fair, Westgate Sports & Leisure Complex, Altona 
North  Jeff Pannan 0412 561 243 blackjck@bigpond.net.au 
 

15-16 Jul 2017 Eureka Arms & Militaria Fair, Wendouree Sports & Events Centre, Norman St., 
Wendouree, Ballart. More details to follow. 
 

12-13 Aug 2017 Greengrass Antique & Modern Arms, Penrith Panthers, Mulgoa Rd., Penrith, 
NSW  Malcolm Gault, 0407 016 420 http://penrithgunshow.com.au 
 

18th August 2017 
 

Heritage Arms Annual General Meeting 

9th & 10th of Sep 2017 Toowoomba GUN MILITARIA & COLLECTABLES SHOW Toowoomba 
showgrounds Glenvale Rd Toowoomba 4350 
 

7-8 Oct 2017 Melbourne Arms & Militaria Fair, Westgate Sports & Leisure Complex, Altona 
North  Jeff Pannan 0412 561 243  blackjck@bigpond.net.au 
 

21st & 22nd October 2017 Kevin Tarling’s Antique Arms and Militaria Fair Adelaide.  Greyhound Race 
Track Angle Road, Angle Park SA.  Open Saturday 9am o 5pm and Sunday 9am 
to 3 pm. 

14-15 Oct 2017 Arms and Militaria Fair, Greyhound Race Track, Angle Road, ANGLE PARK SA  
 

11-12 Nov 2017   Greengrass Antique & Modern Arms, Penrith Panthers, Mulgoa Rd., Penrith, 
NSW   Malcolm Gault, 0407 016 420 http://penrithgunshow.com.au 
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Last Month’s Displays 
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Guns of the (Confederate) Grunt: 1863 
by Chris Eger  23rd February 2013. 
 
The Confederate States of America only existed for less than half a decade, but the arms of the men who 
served in her defense were some of the most interesting carried by any soldiers on this continent. Why? 
Because the majority of them came from Europe, although were often of native design. With that, let us 
look at the arms that a Confederate grunt would typically carry in 1863, 150-years ago, in their fight against 
a much better equipped Union army. 
 
Legacy arms replaced 
As the seceding power, the Confederate states during the 1861-65 
Civil War were compelled to use a dizzying array of arms to equip 
their fledgling armed forces. Dozens of 
 

Confederate soldier with a converted flintlock rifle of unknown 
maker, holding a bayonet. 

 
US Army forts and installations were located in the Southern 
states and, in most cases, their inventory of arms made it into 
Confederate hands. Also each state owned their own militia’s 
arms, however these often included many ‘obsolete’ guns that 
could have been found fifty or even a hundred years earlier. With 
limited ‘standard issue’ arms at their disposal, personal weapons, 
brought to war by those Johnny Rebs marching off in homespun 
uniforms, made a huge appearance in battle. 
 
By 1863 most of these older firearms had either worn out, 
captured (more than 70,000 rifles were lost in the first nine days of that year after the defeats at Vicksburg 
and Gettysburg alone) or were otherwise unserviceable. New ones acquired by any means necessary 
gradually replaced these lost, broken, and outdated arms. 
The Enfield Pattern Rifle 

Confederate with 3 band Enfield Pattern rifle. 
 
Without a large manufacturing base (due largely to a 
society built primarily around agriculture), the 
Confederacy sent agents to almost every country in 
Western Europe in search for a source of modern arms. 
Some of the best luck was had in England where southern 
purchasers bought up to 350,000 rifles from the a number 
of firms including Birmingham Small Arms Trade (BSAT) 
and the London Armoury Corp through a half dozen small 
manufacturers including Bond, James, Scott & Son, Kerr, 
and Freed & Co. These were all of the 1853 Pattern variety 
of the same sort used by the British Army already in the 
Crimean War, the New Zealand Land Wars, and the Sepoy 
Munities. 
 
 
 
 
 

                A Confederate three band Enfield Pattern rifle at the 
College Hill Arsenal. 
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At 9.5-pounds and 55-inches long it was no lightweight gun, but is was reliably percussion-fired, and very 
accurate due to its rifled barrel. Firing a .577-caliber ball or bullet from a 29-inch long .58-caliber barrel, it 
could make aimed shots out to 500-yards in the hands of a skilled marksman. The barrel was held to the 
wooden stock by three metal bands, which has led to the rifle being referred to as the ‘3-band Enfield’. 
With some 1500 of these rifles leaving Britain in the holds of smugglers bound for the South, it is believed 
that by 1863 most of the Army of Northern Virginia was equipped with one. In fact, it was so popular that 
the Union Army even bought them, in nearly double the quantities that the CSA did. 

 
Replica Enfield Pattern 1853 Rifled Musket. 
 
Confederate 1851 Navy 
Pistols and revolvers were not extremely common in the south, with 
many cavalrymen using shotguns instead. However, most officers 
still saw the need for a sidearm as a symbol of rank if nothing else. 
This was true of the New Orleans designed LeMat revolver and 
others, which were formidable in appearance, but relatively 
expensive and hard to come by. 
 

Confederate soldier with Colt Navy Revolver. 
 
The most common revolver found in Confederate service was the 
1851 Colt Navy and its clones. Referred to as the “Navy” due to a 
nautical scene engraved on the cylinder and not because it was 
issued to sailors, the 1851 Colt was a best seller in its time. Between 
1851 and 1860, more than 100,000 were produced. It was a large 
gun, at some 14-inches overall with a 7.25-inch long octagon barrel. 
The six shot revolver was chambered for .36-caliber and, while loading the cap and ball revolvers could take 
a long time, spare preloaded cylinders could be carried that could be swapped out in a few seconds. 
 
At the start of the war the Colt factory (in Connecticut and thus cut off from the South) was soon maxed 
out in production of the 1860 model Colt for the US Army. However, a large number of 1851 models were 
still floating around. They were a popular revolver on the commercial market for a decade before the Civil 
War and a number of respectable southern gentlemen owned one or two already before secession. Others 
were purchased by private means and shipped to the Confederacy through border states during the 
conflict. A large number of so-called London Model Colt 1851s were also bought in England and ran 
through the blockade. 
 
London made “Colt Navy” 
revolver. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://14544-presscdn-0-64.pagely.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/Enfield-Pattern-1853-Rifled-Musket-no_1.jpg
http://14544-presscdn-0-64.pagely.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/colt_model_london_made.jpg
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A good number of British made Beaumont-Adams Revolvers and Kerrs Patent Revolvers, along with the 
French Lefaucheux M1858 pinfires were likewise bought in Europe and shipped to the CSA, but the Colt 
was still the most common by far. 
 
Several small concerns such as Griswold & Gunnison, Ridgon & Ansley, and Leech & Rigdon built unlicensed 
Colt Navy copies with machinery often bought through Confederate government loans. With steel hard to 
come by in the south, these makers used cast iron and brass extensively. These makers built fewer than 
10,000 of all types and survivors go for astronomical prices today. 
 
Collectability today 
Confederate guns are possibly the most collectable of all American military arms by category and they are 
still out there for prices that are within reach. However, be extremely careful when shopping for one. For 
example, of the 1.5-million odd Pattern ’53 Enfields made for military service, only 350,000 were bought by 
the CSA and less than that ever arrived in the country. Accordingly, don’t expect to find a beautifully 
marked ‘CS‘ Enfield on a gun show table (or at least one that’s authentic). 
 

           “JS” over anchor sign marking. The quality of the marking and location vary 
greatly from rifle to rifle. 

 
Most imported rebel guns were not marked by the central government and most 
that were had state markings (SC, GA, etc.) instead of “CS”. Today, Civil War 
collectors debate over whether the most commonly seen mark, a “JS” over an 
anchor, was in fact a Confederate acceptance stamp. Of the extensive collection of 
verified Confederate-used weapons in the collection of the National Firearms 
Museum, the vast majority of examples are simply marked with soldier-added 
markings like initials or stock carvings. 
 
To add to the confusion, the famous Bannerman’s sporting goods company, one of 
the first army surplus dealers, sold crate loads of former Union Army Springfield 
rifles and Colt and Remington revolvers complete with ‘CSA‘ markings added well 
after the war—even in the 1900s people paid more if it was a rebel gun “right out of Stonewall Jackson’s 
sock drawer.” 
 
When you add the vast numbers of replica arms made over the years specifically for collectors, the chances 
of finding an authentic Confederate used Enfield (that can be verified) are pretty low. Always insist upon 
proof of the provenance of the weapon such as soldiers’ letters or unit documentation when buying a piece 
marketed as an authentic Confederate Civil War item. 
 
Replica arms may be acquired with prices ranging from $30 non-firing pot metal and resin pieces to $89 for 
a black powder brass-framed generic Colt 1851 Navy to a $1000 Pietta Le Mat. Since in almost all cases 
these are black-powder guns and not under the NFA, you can have them shipped right to your door. 
Surely, Robert E Lee wished he could get them as easy. 
 

 

http://www.guns.com/2013/02/12/5-of-the-most-innovative-shotguns-ever-made/
http://www.antiquearmsinc.com/rigdon-and-ansley-confederate-revolver.htmhttp:/
http://www.civilwarpreservations.com/newmus86.html
http://14544-presscdn-0-64.pagely.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/2012Ker18.jpg
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BUTE REVOLVERS  
 

When the men and women from Australian left for WW1, those from country towns in particular were 

often presented by the community with a memento in appreciation for their service.  At Yacka for instance, 

all the men who left were presented with a leather covered watch, which was strapped on to their wrist by 

their mother, sister or sweetheart at a function held in their honour by the town. 

 

In 2015 I attended a WW1 display held by the Brinkworth History Group to commemorate the men from 

the district who had served in WW1.  I was surprised to see on the table with the men’s stories, and lying 

on the records of one Frederick William Tornquist M.M. a little .32 Harrington and Richardson Revolver. 

Nicely engraved into the side plate was; ‘Presented by Bute Public to F. Tonquist’. 

 

I made a few enquiries and was told that these revolvers were given by the town of Bute as a token of 

appreciation to the men, and the reason that this revolver had turned up in Brinkworth was that Mr 

Tornquist had moved to Brinkworth and taken up farming on his return from WW1. 

 

I was fascinated to see this revolver and surprised that the town of Bute had chosen to give their men a 

revolver as a going away gift. I sent a photo of it to a collector friend in Perth interested in WW1. He told 

me that a mutual collector friend, also in WA had one of these Bute revolvers.  I contacted that person and 

sent him a copy of the photo of the revolver I had seen.  He then sent me a photograph of his Bute 

revolver, which had been presented to a T. Boulton with a story of how it came into his possession. 

 

BUTE FAREWELLS - OFF TO THE FRONT 

 

A book on the Bute history gives us a picture of the farewells given to those who left for the war. 

‘Everybody who left in Khaki had an official send-off in Bute. When Ern Wauchope arrived home on 12 

September 1914 to bid his parents farewell, 60 residents gathered and marched to the home of the 

signaller’s father, headed by the Bute Brass Band playing patriotic songs.’ 

 

Other hastily arranged hearty meetings were held to organise the departure of the first volunteers. At one 

of these meetings held on 11 November 1915 inscribed automatic revolvers were presented by the District 

Council Chairman to the men leaving for the front. The Boy Scouts formed a guard of honour and sang “We 

are proud of you Australia”, at the gaily decorated Hall entrance. Every available seat was occupied by the 

time the Chairman J. H. Barnes began the function.  The speakers eulogised the boys on the platform.   

 

There are 151 names on the Honor Roll at Bute and a total of twelve revolvers were presented to the men. 

Others received knife fork and spoons, wallets, watches or pipes at various ceremonies over time as they 

left. Nursing sister L. Simon was presented with a gold pen.  

 

I have found references to other men being presented with revolvers as a gift before leaving, but these 

were usually given by family members, or employers of these men. I could only find three other towns in 

South Australia where revolvers were officially presented to their men.  Five revolvers were presented at 

Snowtown, two at Aldinga and one at Parrakie. 
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THOMAS BOULTON 

Thomas Boulton was born at Everard 

Central 14 February 1884. In 1905 Thomas 

worked as a sharefarmer on the 

McDonald’s farm at Ninnes until he 

enlisted into the AIF 9th August 1915 with 

the 7th reinforcements 27 Battalion. He 

served in the Middle East, France and 

Belgium, and received a shrapnel wound in 

the terrible fighting at Pozieres. He was 

promoted to Lance Corporal and was 

wounded twice more. His final wound a 

gunshot wound to his thigh was serious 

enough to see him discharged on medical 

grounds on 12 June 1918 and returned to 

Australia.  

 

Meanwhile, Thomas’ parents had moved to Broken Hill, so Thomas worked as a miner there until the 

miner’s strike in 1919, when he returned to Bute and the Mc Donald’s Farm. Thomas married Ellen Devitt 

and they had 3 children. Thomas died 17 June 1966 and is buried in the Bute Cemetery.  It would appear 

that this revolver was handed in during a firearms amnesty. It went to a Melbourne dealer, then to a Perth 

Dealer where it was purchased by a collector.  

 

FREDERICK WILLIAM TORNQUIST 

Frederck William Tornquist MM was born in Mintaro 4 April 1886. His occupation is listed as farm labourer. 

He also worked on the McDonald’s farm. He enlisted into the AIF 9 August 1915 firstly with the 10th 

Battalion, 12th Reinforcement and then the 48th Battalion. He was sent to France where he was promoted 

to Lance Corporal on 17 November 1916, then Corporal 12 July 1917. He was appointed to the permanent 

cadre of 12th training battalion on 2 August 1917 and then Corporal on Command at bombing school in 

England 27 August 1917. He re-joined his Battalion in France on 14 December 1917. He was later wounded 

and invalided to England 22th September 1918.   
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Frederick William was awarded the Military Medal for gallant conduct whilst on patrol. ‘During  operations 

at Guedecourt in November 1916, he encountered single handed a German patrol of 1 NCO and 12 men 

and succeeded in bringing them unwounded to our lines as prisoners. His work has been constantly good 

throughout, handling his men well under difficult and trying conditions.’  

 

He returned to Australia 5th April 1919. He moved to Brinkworth for work where he met and married 

Maggie Anne Stott at the Brinkworth Methodist Church on 14 October 1920. Maggie worked as a school 

teacher and they had one daughter. He lived in Brinkworth and was a solid member of the community 

there until his death in 12 August 1962. He is buried in the Brinkworth Cemetery.  

 

OTHER BUTE REVOLVERS 

I could only find reference to two other Bute revolvers. It is believed that the family of Archibald Bray still 

has his revolver.  

“On 29 January 1917, P. J. Devitt of Bute wrote to the AIF Military Base Records, enquiring after the 

possessions of his late son John Devitt, who was killed at Mouquet Farm, in France…. ‘I understand from 

him that his kit bag etc. was left in Egypt when he sailed for France. He was presented with a revolver from 

the Residents before sailing. His name inscribed, also his watch or anything belonging to him. His Mother, 

sisters & young Brother as well as myself would be most pleased to get anything belonging to him’”   

There was no further correspondence.  

 

HARRINGTON AND RICHARDSON REVOLVERS  

 

The Bute Harrington & Richardson revolvers issued were manufactured in the United States  

Of America. Frank Wesson (brother of Daniel B Wesson of Smith & Wesson fame) in 1871 entered into a 

partnership with his nephew Gilbert H. Harrison for a small spur trigger pocket revolver. This partnership 

was short lived and dissolved in 1874-75. In 1875 Harrington then formed a partnership with former 

Wesson employee William Richardson and began production of Wesson & Harrington designs. By 1888 it 

had incorporated the Harrington & Richardson Arms Co. and by the time both founders were deceased 

(1897) it was producing 200,000 revolvers annually. 

 

The Bute presentation revolvers are Harrington & Richardson Automatic Ejection Double Action Revolvers. 

This model was manufactured from 1889 to 1940 and 1,300,000 were produced. They were nickel plated 

and later blued, with 2 1/2”, 4”, 5”, and 6” barrels. They had checkered, hard rubber grips with the H&R 

target design. Markings vary throughout but always bear the company name on the barrel rib. They were 

originally available in .32 centre fire, .32 Harrington & Richardson Long and .38 Smith &Wesson Centre fire 

(5 shots). Both these presentation revolvers are in the 309,400 serial range and are in .32 Smith & Wesson 

calibre. 

 

It would appear by the different styles of engraving on the revolvers that they could have been purchased 

from different suppliers.  Finally, I find it interesting that the Tornquist revolver has the wrong 

spelling…..Tonquist. Also his service records are filed in the National Archives under the name of Tornqwist 

!!!  

References; ‘Flayderman’s Guide to Antique American Firearms’. ‘From Stumps to Stubble’, the history of 

the Bute district. Australian National Archives, the Brinkworth History Group, the Bute History Group, John 

Crocker and Andrew Prince.  

 

DENNIS DALE 
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British Cavalry Sabres of the Early to Mid 1800s posted by R.S. Fleming 

The development of cavalry sabres had a great effect on the uniforms worn by the armies of the 18th and 
19th centuries. The stiff headdresses, neck stocks, reinforced epaulettes, and tunics of heavy wool, thick 
cuffs, fur lining, and extensive rope trim (galloon), were all about protecting a soldier or trooper from the 
blade, particularly a slash delivered at a gallop. A true solid stroke or a well delivered thrust would almost 
always be fatal, but at least the uniforms provided some measure of protection from off balance, slight, or 
weak attacks. This article will concentrate on the sabres of the British cavalry, used by the troopers from the 
1780s to the Crimean War (1853–56), as these would have been some of the most common blades Kate 
Tattersall dealt with on her travels. Another article will deal with infantry swords and the Royal Navy cutlass. 

 

In the 1600s cavalrymen brought their own sabres, accoutrements, and horses to the battlefield. This was an 
era of cavaliers – affluent gentlemen serving as the majority of mounted soldiers. By the end of the 17th 
century, squadrons of paid troopers formed who were supplied by their regiment, often a fabulously wealthy 
commanding officer paying to equip his men. As armies of Europe grew and became more professional, 
governments allotted greater funds, and with it came standardization. The weapons would fall into the supply 
chain, and be churned out through government contracts. Early versions were made in small numbers 
varying in quality and styles, some of which were straight, some curved. As the century wore on, sabres 
were mass produced for the troopers, who traditionally fit into a heavy or light cavalry category. The 
“heavies” (Lifeguards, Royal Horse Guards, Dragoon Guards and Dragoons, and King’s German Legion 
Dragoons) were all about the pounding, thunderous, overwhelming charge. A long straight robust thrusting 
weapon suited their purposes. The “lights” (Light Dragoons and Hussars, and King’s German Legion light 
cavalry) were skirmishers, fast for harassing the enemy, and vicious in a pitched close quarters melee. A 
lighter curved blade met their requirements. All styles of cavalry sabres were meant to be held firmly in the 
hand and wielded with determined strength. In 1788 the British Board of General-Officers decided set 
patterns for heavy and light cavalry would be wise, although wide deviations in this first attempt at 
standardization resulted. Note: There were hundreds of sabre variations made by different countries, copying 
each other, making slight changes, so the features I point out about certain weapons in this article would 
apply to a similar French model, or Spanish, Prussian, &c. 
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1788 Pattern Heavy Cavalry Troopers Sword. 

The 1788 Pattern Heavy Cavalry Sword (1788P HC) remained true to earlier styles, and could be described 
as an all around backsword, except it was much longer than the infantry carried. The very long blade was 
usually about 37 inches (940 mm), but examples exist of up to 39.5 inches (995 mm). The blades were large, 
shallowly fullered,¹ straight, with a spear point, and heavy. The bars of the guard wrapped the hand for 
protection, again similar to the infantry backswords. The grip of the 1788P HC was multi-barrelled steel 
(perhaps as a counter-weight for the ponderous blade), wrapped in leather, and bound with copper twisted 
wire. Scabbards were produced in steel, wrought iron, and leather with metal fittings. A nub near the 
mouthpiece of the scabbard facilitated the use of a shoulder belt and frog, yet again similar to the infantry. A 
frog in military parlance is a short round sheath of heavy material (leather, canvas, &c) that the scabbard of a 
long weapon secures into. The scabbard is fashioned with a protruding nub that fits into a corresponding 
hole on the frog, keeping it from rotating or shifting up and down. 

 
1788 Pattern Light Cavalry Troopers Sabre 

The 1788 Pattern Light Cavalry Sabre (1788 LC) may have been created as a copy of European models, 
and is an example of an early “slashing” British weapon. Blade lengths were from 32 to 35.5 inches (810 to 
900 mm) with pronounced curves, fullered, and tapered to spear points. The single bar “D” shaped 
knucklebow was about as plain as could be, the grip of ridged common wood like pine and beech, and 
covered with thin black leather applied with glue. The 1788P LC was carried in an iron scabbard with 
wooden liners, and hung from a waist sword-belt by leather straps (known as sword slings) attached to a pair 
of suspension rings, a style which would grow in popularity from the late 1700s through to the Edwardian 
era. Scabbards of leather with metal fittings were produced for officers who opted for such styles. 

 

In June 1793, British Major John Gaspard Le Marchant² (1766–1812) attended the cavalry trails amongst 
fellow European armies, as part of the Low Countries Campaign (1793–95). Le Marchant was an intellectual 
professional soldier, and considered one of the finest cavalry commanders of his generation. He was 
horrified at the superiority of other countries’ cavalry over the British, in particular the Austrian, who in turn 
had adopted and improved upon the Hungarian fast and light approach; the Hussars. Le Marchant studied 
the methods and weapons of other nations and returned to England with a desire to greatly improve the 
training and equipment of the British cavalry. 
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1796 Pattern Heavy Cavalry Troopers Sabre (hatchet point) 

Le Marchant copied the Austrian Model 1775 Pallasche as the new British 1796 Pattern Heavy Cavalry 
Sabre (1796P HC), after failing to convince the “heavies” to adopt a curved blade. It was mass produced and 
saw service throughout some of the French Revolutionary and all the Napoleonic Wars. The grip was ridged 
wood wrapped in leather. It originally had a hatchet point, but then often modified by its users into a more 
common symmetrical spear point, providing a greater ability to thrust. There are large numbers of spear-
pointed examples that exist with 33 inch (840 mm) blades, which may be conversions of the original 
standard 35 inch (890 mm) blade, although many appear to have been manufactured to this shorter length. 
The sword was carried in an iron scabbard with wooden liners, and hung from a waist sword-belt by leather 
straps attached to a pair of suspension rings. 

 
1796 Pattern Heavy Cavalry Troopers Sabre (spear point) 

The 1796P HC was basically a cutting weapon with a broad ponderous blade and not meant for delicate 
swordsmanship. Those who appreciated the weapon knew this, and most cavalry troopers used the blades 
like bludgeons and the guards as knuckle-dusters, the scabbards as cudgels in dire circumstances. A 
famous description of the brutal power of the weapon was made by Sgt. Charles Ewart, 2nd Dragoons 
(Scots Greys) about how he captured an Imperial Eagle at Waterloo: “It was in the charge I took the eagle off 
the enemy; he and I had a hard contest for it; he made a thrust at my groin I parried it off and cut him down 
through the head. After this a lancer came at me; I threw the lance off my right side, and cut him through the 
chin upwards through the teeth. Next, a foot soldier fired at me, then charged me with his bayonet, which I 
also had the good luck to parry, and I cut him down through the head; thus ended the contest.” 

 
1796 Pattern Light Cavalry Troopers Sabre 

The 1796 Pattern Light Cavalry Sabre (1796P LC) came into use during the French Revolution and saw 
continuous use well into the late 1800’s. It was adopted by Portuguese and Spanish cavalry, who were of 
course Britain’s allies against the French during the Peninsula Campaign (1807–1814). Designed by Le 
Marchant, based on the Austrian Hussar weapon, which in turn had been adopted from the Polish-Hungarian 
szable that had already existed for about 150 years. It had a dramatic curve, with the blade widening at the 
point, providing weight, making it ideal for hack and slash attacks. It had been observed that a thrust attack 
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lost effectiveness after a charge, and in the inevitable confusion of a melee cavalrymen instinctively began 
hacking and slashing. The blade was from 32.5 to 33 inches (825 to 840 mm) in length and was lighter and 
easier to use than the heavy cavalry model. The guard was of the simple ‘stirrup’ form with a single iron 
knucklebow and quillon to save on weight and provide a sabre usable by all cavalrymen, not just large strong 
men. The grip was of ridged wood covered in leather. It was carried in an iron scabbard, with wooden liners, 
and hung from a waist sword-belt with straps to a pair of suspension rings. (The Prussian model 1811 
“Blucher” light cavalry sabre was almost identical, drawing from the same Polish-Hungarian design features, 
but crafted a little more sturdy.) There was an officers special version of the 1796P LC crafted in 1807 which 
featured etched, blued, and gilt blades, and decorative langets.³ 

 

The British light cavalry swordsmanship training instituted by Le Marchant concentrated on cuts at the face 
or arms. This resulted in maimed and disabled troopers, many suffering with infection, while the French 
taught the thrust, which more likely resulted in a quick kill. It was considered bad form to terribly wound a 
man, and more merciful to deliver a deep fatal stab. However, a slash from the 1796P LC sabre was easily 
capable of killing outright, as observed by George Farmer, 11th Regiment of Light Dragoons, after 
witnessing a skirmish on the Guadiana River, during the Peninsular War: “Just then a French officer stooping 
over the body of one of his countrymen, who dropped the instant on his horse’s neck, delivered a thrust at 
poor Harry Wilson’s body; and delivered it effectually. I firmly believe that Wilson died on the instant yet, 
though he felt the sword in its progress, he, with characteristic self-command, kept his eye on the enemy in 
his front; and, raising himself in his stirrups, let fall upon the Frenchman’s head such a blow, that brass and 
skull parted before it, and the man’s head was cloven asunder to the chin. It was the most tremendous blow I 
ever beheld struck; and both he who gave, and his opponent who received it, dropped dead together. The 
brass helmet was afterwards examined by order of a French officer, who, as well as myself, was astonished 
at the exploit; and the cut was found to be as clean as if the sword had gone through a turnip, not so much 
as a dint being left on either side of it.” 

 
1821 Pattern Heavy Cavalry Troopers Sabre. 
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1821 Pattern Light Cavalry Troopers Sabre 

The 1821 Heavy and Light Cavalry Troopers Sabres replaced the 1796 models over the course of a few 
years. A time of relative peace, there wasn’t the urgency or funds of war. Some Hussar units retained the old 
dramatically curved 1796P LC longer, and still carried it during the Crimean War. The 1821P HC had a very 
long 35.6 inch (905 mm) blade, while the light model came in at about 31.25 inches (795 mm), both with 
fullered blades coming to a spear point. The heavy pattern featured a symmetrical steel bowl guard, while 
the light pattern had a somewhat asymmetrical but balanced three bar guard for improved protection over 
the single stirrup style. The grip of both patterns were crafted of ridged wood covered in leather and wrapped 
with twisted steel wire. It was carried in an iron scabbard, with wooden liners, and hung from a waist sword-
belt with straps to a single or pair of suspension rings. 

 
1853 Pattern Cavalry Troopers Sabre 

Just prior to the Crimean War, the 1853 Patten Sabre was introduced, and intended for both light and heavy 
cavalry. Metallurgy had improved, providing stronger lighter blades, and Horse Guards felt the 1853P would 
be ideal for any cavalryman. It was long, 35.5 inches (900 mm), fullered, with a spear point providing 
excellent reach for a thrust attack, and somewhat curved for the hack and slash of melees, but men 
complained it wasn’t particularly good for either. The heavy scabbard could be used as a cudgel or shield, 
and it hung from a waist sword-belt with straps to a pair of suspension rings. The grip was leather, riveted to 

the blade tang,∗ and a bit smaller around than the men were accustomed to wielding, leading to some 
complaints that the weapon twisted in their palms. It featured a dramatically swooped three bar guard that 
improved protection, but limited use to the right hand. Other than the 1788P HC, the regulation troopers 
weapons had all been designed for ambidextrous use, allowing a combatant to switch hands if wounded, or 
as muscles tired.† Why Horse Guards decided to move away from this practical approach is unknown. It may 
have been the standardizing of swordsmanship as per Army regulations which specified everything be done 
right-handed. Often the hard learned practicalities of the battlefield are forgotten during times of relative 
peace, and it wasn’t until after the lessons of the Crimean War that all guards returned to a symmetrical 
design. The 1853P was the last pattern to have a three bar guard, the ensuing models designed with a 
cheaper lighter bowl or pierced sheet guard (again, because of advances in metallurgy). It was carried by 
about half of the troopers who participated in the famous Charge of the Light Brigade, and it continued to be 
used by some regiments into the 1870’s, but the guards were changed to bowls in 1864. Large volumes 
were sold to both the Union and Confederate states during the American Civil War (1861–65) and were 
popular, seeing extensive service. 
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Battle of Balaclava, 25 Oct 1854, the Hussar (trumpeter) at centre wields a 1796P LC sabre (his Russian 
opponent uses a similar Imperial Cossack model), the unhorsed Lancer in the foreground has a broken 
1853P sabre dangling from his wrist by the standard white leather swordknot. There were complaints that the 
1853P was prone to snapping on heavy impacts. Note the heavily adorned fur-lined pelisses (slinging 
jackets) on the left shoulders and arms of the Hussars, providing extra protection on their off-sides. This 
painting by R.C. Woodville is considered accurate, except the men all wore issue gauntlets, and the officers 
usually wore private purchase gloves. 

About the cavalry officers, they carried different pattern combat sabres akin to those of the trooper versions, 
but were often lighter in weight and had higher levels of finish and workmanship. The 1821 Pattern Heavy 
and Light Cavalry Officers Sabres looked similar to the troopers, but were made with pipeback blades, which 
had very light thin cutting edges and a rod of steel along the back. While nimble, it flexed too easily on the 
thrust (some times failing to go through heavy wool), and the pipe prevented the cuts from penetrating 
deeper than the depth of the blade (roughly 1.25 inches, 30 mm). The point lined up with the pipe, at the 
back of the blade, causing it to jag sideways on contact. The are many examples of officer 1821P sabres 
with fullered blades (like the troopers pattern) so obviously many pipeback blades were discarded. 

 

1821 Pattern Light Cavalry Officers Sabre (pipeback). 

All patterns of officers blades usually had some etching, could be better fullered, have decorative langets, 
grips improved with shagreen‡, &c. Silvering of the guard and scabbard were done to prevent corrosion in 
wet and humid conditions. Officers of the heavy cavalry also had pattern dress (ceremonial) swords, worn in 
garrison and for parades, but the light cavalry officers did not. This probably was a reflection of total 
equipment costs, as the light cavalry uniforms were altogether much more expensive. However, there were 
many officers who were extremely wealthy, and they had sabres crafted that were lavishly decorated, with 
etched blades highlighted by blue and gold gilt, bronze hilts, ivory grips, lion’s head pommels, &c. 
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SUB-RENEWALS 
 
Renewals are due on the 30th June each year and must be paid by this date to retain membership. 
 
Individual Membership: $40.00  Family Membership: $60.00 &  Concession membership: $20.00 
 

UPDATE YOUR DETAILS 
 
Members can assist in verifying details for the membership list by providing the following details: 
 
Surname:……………………………………………..Other Names:………………………………………………………………… 
 
Date of birth:……/……/…….. 
 
Address:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………Post code:……………………………………………………… 
 
Contact Details: Work(……)…………………………….A/Hours:……………………………Mobile: ………………………………… 
 
Email Address:…………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
(Required for Magazine and member updates) 
 
If you do not have a personal email address we can send the News Letter to a nominated friend or relative 
who can give you access, just provide us with their email address. 
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Meetings and Topics 
 
Meetings are held on the third Friday of each month at the Eastwood Community Centre, 95 Glen 
Osmond Road Eastwood, commencing at 7.30pm. 
 
All members are reminded and encouraged to bring along items for display.  Don’t like the topic 
categories on the night, no problem, pick your own. 
 
* Note: All ammunition, loose or packeted / boxed, must be securely contained to prevent handling 

 
Newsletter contributions are welcomed, including items members wish to buy and/or sell.  To 
submit material for Barrels & Blades please email Brimage@optusnet.com.au 
 

Calendar of Topics 
*Note: Display topics may changes to accommodate member suggestions 
 

Next Meeting  Era Specialist 1 Specialist 2 General 

19 May 2017 1820 - 1830 London Gunsmiths 
American Confederate 

Arms 

Anything in 

your 

collecting 

interest. 

You Choose, 

Surprise us. 

June 1780 - 1800  The .410 Shotgun  Cavalry Swords 

July 1900 - 1910  Boot & Purse Pistols  American Civil War 

August 1865 - 1875 
East India Company 

Arms 

Sporting & Target 

Ammunition 

September 1805 - 1815 
Smoothbore Travelling 

Pistols 
Pre-1915 Sporting Arms 

October 1890 - 1900 
Target shooting 

equipment 

Small-bore single-shot 

rifles 

November 1845 - 1855 
Target shooting 

equipment 

Small bore single 

shot rifles 

December 
Christmas supper from 6pm – Please contribute to the communal table – 

some drinks provided. Open choice of displays – Museum Quality if 

possible 

January 1870 - 1880 Converted Flintlocks 
American percussion 

revolvers 

February 1900 - 1910 Big Game Rifles Bladed pistols 

March 1790 - 1805 
Naval & Maritime 

Pistols 

Arms from across the 

Ditch (NZ) 

April 1855 - 1865 
BSA Arms & 

Products 

Presentation Edged 

Weapons 

 
Red – denotes new topics 

  

mailto:Brimage@optusnet.com.au
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LICENCE COMPLIANCE & RENEWAL APPLICATION 
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HERITAGE ARMS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 


