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Bronze Eagle-Headed Trench Knife Bowie Style Blade Civil War Heritage! Ca 1830 – 1915  
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Contents of this publication are Copyright (2015), and belong to the Heritage Arms Society of South 

Australia Incorporated.  If you wish to reproduce or copy any item please obtain permission from the above 

Association via 32 Teakle Street Exeter SA 5019.  Items submitted for publication need to have the author 

and reference (s) or source quoted 

The Association Email Address is: heritage.arms.society@gmail.com 

Webpage: https://heritagearmssa.com/ 

Find us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Heritage-Arms-Society-Inc-SA-177334176125163/ 

Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/heritage.arms.society/ 

Membership Applications 

Nominee: Aldo Sbrissa, Referees: Cathey and Rex Brimage 

Interests: Italian, WW1 & WW2 etc 

 
Any member having objection to membership being granted to the above applicants should give reasons in 

writing, in confidence and without prejudice, to the Secretary, c/- 32 Teakle Street Exeter, within 21 days of 

this meeting.  Members are reminded that you should not sponsor someone for membership unless they 

are known to you personally.  You should also know a reasonable amount of the applicant’s background.  In 

the case of an applicant not having two sponsors, written references can be substituted. 

Military Historical Society of Australia Book Publication: Fighting 

on All Fronts 
November saw the publication of the MHSA’s 60th Anniversary book 

commemorating the centenary of the First World War, Fighting on All 

Fronts: The MHSA Battle Series vol.1 1916-1917. It’s a collection of 11 

articles by specialist military historians which have appeared in recent 

issues of the Society journal, Sabretache, but here presented in one 

volume and reprinted as a deluxe edition in a limited print-run of 200 

copies. 

 168 pages 

 profusely illustrated in colour and B&W 

 $30.00 AUD plus postage 

South Australian orders may be directed to Paul Skrebels at 

editor@mhsa.org.au. All others please contact the Series Coordinator, David Pearson, at 

David.A.Pearson@aph.gov.au.  Order your copy now before it becomes a collector’s item!  

mailto:heritage.arms.society@gmail.com
https://heritagearmssa.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Heritage-Arms-Society-Inc-SA-177334176125163/
https://www.instagram.com/heritage.arms.society/
mailto:editor@mhsa.org.au
mailto:David.A.Pearson@aph.gov.au
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Up and Coming Events 
2018 

10-11 February 2018 Penrith Greengrass Antique & Modern Arms, Penrith Panthers, Mulgoa Rd., Penrith, 

NSW  Malcolm Gault, 0407 016 420 http://penrithgunshow.com.au 

11 February 2018 Kevin Tarling Auction http://www.tarlingsevents.com.au/ 

Militaria Auction at 10:30am, inspection from 9am 

7 Palmer Avenue, Kilburn 3-4 March 2018 Shepparton Collectors Expo 2016, Eastbank Centre, Welford St., Shepparton, Vic 

3631 Ricky Seiter, 0400 567 353, Northern Victorian Arms Collectors Guild 

14-15th April 2018 Melbourne Arms & Militaria Fair, Westgate Sports & Leisure Complex, Altona North 

Jeff Pannan 0412 561 243 blackjck@bigpond.net.au 

21st -22nd April 2018 Adelaide Arms and Militaria Fair, Greyhound Race Track, Angle Road, ANGLE PARK 

SA 

29th April 2018 Australian Arms Auctions Venue: Hungarian Community Centre Location: 760 

Boronia Road Wantirna 3152  

 19-20 May 2018 Penrith Greengrass Antique & Modern Arms, Penrith Panthers, Mulgoa Rd., Penrith, 

NSW  Malcolm Gault, 0407 016 420 http://penrithgunshow.com.au 

26th – 27th May 2018 QLD Arms and Militaria Fair, at the Toowoomba showgrounds ,Founders pavilion 

(5000 sqm) on Glenvale Road Toowoomba 4350 

7-8th July 2018 Melbourne Arms & Militaria Fair, Westgate Sports & Leisure Complex, Altona North 

Jeff Pannan 0412 561 243 blackjck@bigpond.net.au 
14-15th Jul 2018 Eureka Arms & Militaria Fair, Wendouree Sports & 

Events Centre, Norman St., Wendouree, Ballart. 

More details to follow.  

 

Eureka Arms & Militaria Fair, Wendouree Sports & Events Centre, Norman St., 

Wendouree, Ballarat. More details to follow.  

11-12th August 2018 Penrith Greengrass Antique & Modern Arms, Penrith Panthers, Mulgoa Rd., Penrith, 

NSW  Malcolm Gault, 0407 016 420 http://penrithgunshow.com.au 

25-26th August 2018 BENDIGO 34TH ARMS & COLLECTABLES SHOW, Bendigo Multi Sports Complex 1-3 

Waterson Crt Golden Square Bendigo 

8 -9th September 2018 QLD Arms and Militaria Fair, at the Toowoomba showgrounds ,Founders pavilion 

(5000 sqm) on Glenvale Road Toowoomba 4350 

28th – 29thth October 

2018 

Adelaide Arms and Militaria Fair, Greyhound Race Track, Angle Road, ANGLE PARK 

SA 

14th October 2018 Australian Arms Auctions Venue: Hungarian Community Centre Location: 760 

Boronia Road Wantirna 3152  

 
13-14th October 2018 Melbourne Arms & Militaria Fair, Westgate Sports & Leisure Complex, Altona North 

Jeff Pannan 0412 561 243 blackjck@bigpond.net.au 
10-11th November 2018 Penrith Greengrass Antique & Modern Arms, Penrith Panthers, Mulgoa Rd., Penrith, 

NSW  Malcolm Gault, 0407 016 420 http://penrithgunshow.com.au 

British Naval Dirk from Cowan’s Auctions 

 

http://penrithgunshow.com.au/
http://www.tarlingsevents.com.au/
mailto:blackjck@bigpond.net.au
http://penrithgunshow.com.au/
mailto:blackjck@bigpond.net.au
http://penrithgunshow.com.au/
mailto:blackjck@bigpond.net.au
http://penrithgunshow.com.au/
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Australian Arms Auction 

NEXT AUCTION: 

29th April 2018 

Sample of what will be on offer! 

 
 
 
 
 

Lot .293 CASED PAIR OF HALF STOCKED FLINTLOCK 

DUELLING PISTOLS by MULEY, DUBLIN 

 
 
 
 
Lot .456 CASED J. PURDEY & SONS SELF-OPENING 

SLE SxS GAME GUN 

 

For details and a slide show of some of what is coming go to: 

www.australianarmsauctions.com 

L.317 WINCHESTER 1866 4TH MODEL L/A RIFLE 

  

http://www.australianarmsauctions.com/
https://www.australianarmsauctions.com/
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Last Month’s Displays  
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COFFIN TOP HILTED SWORDS by Mike Royle 
 

The so called “Coffin Top” hilted swords I consider are of a style most collectable in the Georgian period 

cavalry field. This type of sword is believed most likely to have been developed from the Prussian hussar 

sabres of the second half of the 18th century.  The sword blades are essentially of the 1788 pattern style light 

cavalry or dragoons however seem to be exclusive for Officers.  The 1788 pattern sword was the first British 

Regulation pattern sword adopted and as such gave the officers the opportunity to choose a variety of hilts 

and etched blades to their liking.   Most of these Coffin Hilt types of swords were produced during the years 

1790 to 1795 and were issued to for example, the 7
th
 light dragoons,10

th
 Light dragoons and the 30

th
 Light 

dragoons, as documented in both Robson’s and Deller’s  book on cavalry swords .This style also attracted 

other companies, regiments etc as well as in some cases for private use.  My collection covers four similar 

such coffin hilts, namely as follows: 

      A. The Warwick  Light Dragoons circa 1794  made by T Gill. 

B.  Langet marks are  LDR or Lanarkshire Dumfried Regiment. 36.5 inch clip pointed blade. 

      C. The Royal Horse Artillery made between 1793 and 1795 by the cutler John Knubley of 7 Charing Cross. 

      D. The Honorable Artillery Company circa 1790 -1792 by Brunn. *** 

I still however consider the 10
th
 light Dragoons hilt the ultimate in collecting these types.  They are quite rare 

due to only a small number being manufactured.  This is one of the original 16 sabres purchased by the 

Prince of Wales in 1792 from the cutler Robert Foster and given by him to the officers of the 10LD.  There 

are other examples cast in brass or gilding metal that are equally very rare. 

 



Barrels & Blades Ser.3, No 10– February 2018 Newsletter | P a g e 12 

The hilt is cast in one piece with a voided central section.  The casting is exceptional and one can only 

admire the casters art.  The upper section of the hilt has a section brazed into place that has a machined 

recess with a central hole that will allow the tang to pass through.  The tang is threaded for about 6 mm that 

corresponds with the round nut . The round nut  is approximately 12mm diameter with a central hole which 

is also threaded. The nut also has additional holes on each side of the center line which are not threaded. For 

those people who would be familiar with modern day angle grinders the nut developed and used nearly 230 

years ago is used extensively on such grinders when changing the cutting disc using a tool with raised pins to 

fit the outer holes thus removing the nut. I have seen this application used in other machinery and 

engineering applications. The early swordsmiths were obviously great innovator’s and certainly produced 

excellent swords that we all desire to collect today. 

The embellishment of the open area in the cast that exposes the felt is two pieces of wood as per picture that 

is covered with a velvet material. The one I inspected whilst appearing to be black did have a very dark red 

tinge to it. 

Finally the cover or section that obviously looks like a coffin lid  or where the term “Coffin Top “ seems to 

emanate from is attached by two small screws that hide the method of attachment. 

My “Coffin Top hilts” are attached via the tang that has been threaded and protrudes through the cover and 

in two  cases held in place by an external 8 sided cone shaped nut which has an internal thread.  The other 

also uses a square nut.  Not as fancy as the cast one but obviously just as effective and no doubt a saving in 

machining costs. My Warwick Light Dragoons sword employs a hexagon threaded nut inlet into the wood 

grip. The cover is attached by two pins. 
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A. 

 

A. 

 

Langet marked WLD 
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The third Rudge print dates from April 1801 and was engraved by a C Williams rather than by Fores. This 

fine piece of aquatinting is dedicated to the Warwickshire Yeomanry Cavalry, raised in 1794, and shows 

what seems to be the second uniform of the regiment, with a skirted “Austrian” jacket. 

B &C. 

 

 

B.      C. 
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D. 

 

 

Author : M.A.Royle. 
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Introducing Brian Wolf – Canadian Member  
 
Where it all started. 
 
Collectors are asked on occasion, rare occasions for the most part, what prompted them to collect 
military related items and when did they start.  The stock answers range from a desire to preserve 
history to attributing it to a family member who served in the military; the “when” is often a matter 
that the collector can’t remember a time when they didn’t collect.  When you hit my age the point 
where it all started is often shrouded in the fog of time passed.  In my case I recall the exact time 
when the collecting bug bit; a distant past of over 50 years ago. 
 
I was born in Ontario Canada, still residing there to this day, and like many youths of the day I was 
interested in hunting and fishing.  Although by the time the collecting obsession hit I will admit that 
teen aged girls were starting to push out my interest in outdoor sports.  At 16 years of age interest 
in hunting was still prominent and when I read an advertisement in the local paper offering to sell 
World War Two bayonets, complete with steel scabbards, for 99 cents each I was “hooked”.  
Thinking that I might be able to convert the bayonet to a serviceable hunting knife I placed my 
order for one of these, too-good-to believe deals.  A few weeks later a package from Montreal 
arrived at our local postal outlet and I could not wait for school to end that day so that I might 
retrieve my treasure.  I will leave it to you to imagine my mix of amazement and total disbelief when 
upon opening the package and unwrapping the bayonet what I saw was not the knife bayonet I 
had expected but a No.4 Mk II spike bayonet for the No.4 Lee Enfield rifle.  To be fair to the 
company I had ordered it from they had stated that it was a No. 4 bayonet and had assumed that 
the purchaser would have known it was a spike bayonet and not the bladed type.  They had 
included their catalogue with my purchase and pictured there was exactly what I had ordered. 
 

It was at this point in my young life that the 
obsession with military artifacts and in particular 
edged weapons began.  Ironically that catalyst 
actually had no blade in the usual sense at all.  
With the No. 4 Mk II in my possession along with a 
belief that if a little knowledge could be dangerous 
and therefore a good deal of knowledge just had 
to be better I dove headlong into the hobby. 

 
I have never been interested in amassing a huge collection of every pattern known of one type of 
collectable.  I have indeed occasionally put together such collections only to turn around and sell 
them for one reason or another.  A couple of times it was due to financial reasons but for the most 
part it was due to space limitations preventing the addition of more specimens. 
 
As a side story, my affection for edged weapons led me to getting involved in martial arts where I 
studied Aikido and Japanese fencing with live blades as well as knives in the traditional form.  Note 
that one never actually fights another person in this form but rather studies and practices the 
moves of the classic samurai warrior.  I also became involved in European style fencing with the 
different styles of fencing sword.  European or Olympic style fencing is not even close to the sword 
dueling of old so I left that and joined a group of students who fenced with the traditional sabres of 
the mid nineteenth century.  These were blunted weapons but there were many times when you 
went home with bruised ribs and you soon learned to respect the thrust more than the slash; 
needless to say that I am quite comfortable around bladed weapons. 
 
Today my collection includes military medals from the British Empire as well as Independent India 
and Pakistan, Imperial Japan and Germany from the Imperial period to the end of the Second 
World War.  Firearms, including automatic weapons from WWI and WWII, but mostly British 
military black powder weapons are an interest of mine as are vintage police items, again mostly 
British.  Last and far from least is my edged weapons collection, while not the largest portion of the 
collection as a whole, it is closest to my heart.  These collections take up most of the area in two 
rooms so once again I am looking for space to expand; without selling anything this time around. 
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Yes I still have that 
unassuming little No. 4 
bayonet that started it all. 
 
Brian Wolf 
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Introducing Benny Bough – Scottish Member 
 
How the Collecting Bug bit me. 
 
From an early age, Militaria has always been a part of 
my life.. My Dad was something of a Militaria Magpie, 
and had collected from his teens in the 1930s. Like 
many youngsters though, stamps and coins took my 
interest until the late 1960s, when my dad gave me 
my first piece of German Militaria, a battered old 
Other Ranks Prussian Pickelhaube, on which i spent 
many hours trying to bring it back to something of it’s 
former glory, and failing miserably. From then on I 
was hooked. Started collecting Nazi Badges for a 
while, then back onto Imperial German Helmets and 
Militaria, British Home and Foreign Service Helmets, 
Japanese Swords, and finally Scottish Militaria.  
 
When my Dad passed away in 1997, I found myself 
inheriting a large collection of Scottish, German, and 
Victorian Militaria. I decided then to thin his collection 
down and concentrate on Scottish Militaria, 
predominately the 26th Regiment of Foot, 90th 
Regiment of Foot and the Cameronians Scottish Rifles, as he had served with them in WW2, that 
said, any Scottish Militaria that comes my way i find very hard to refuse..!  
 
Been collecting Scottish Militaria now for about 35 years. I was a member of the S.M.H.S. (Scottish 
Military Historical Society) for many years, until it’s demise about 10 years ago. Around that time, I 
started delving deeper into British Wolseley and Foreign Service helmets, and met a fine fellow by 
the name of  Stuart Bates on The Victorian Wars Forum and we have been good friends since, 
with Stuart even braving the frozen wasteland of Scotland for a visit a couple of years ago. I try 
(not always successfully) to have a chat with Stuart, Cathey and Rex on Skype at the weekend... 
and that’s how a Scot comes to be a member of the Heritage Arms Society of South 
Australia...funny old world. 
 
Benny Bough, 2018. 

 
91st Shell Jacket & Forage Cap1857 
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1st Lanarkshire RV Officers Uniform 1898 
 

 
90th Highland Borderer's Dirk 
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Guns of Indian Mutiny: First war of Independence 

 

by Garry James From Dixie Gun Works 

Blackpowder Annual Posted 24th April 

2009 

 
 
After considerable testing, they settled on an arm of the French Minie system.  This practical muzzle-loader 
employed a hollow-based sub-calibre conical bullet that a soldier could ram down the barrel easily, which, 
when the gun was fired, would be expanded into the rifling by the force of the explosion.  The first British 
issue Mini rifle was the .702 calibre Pattern of 1851.  Externally it resembled the older smoothbores, with 
the exception that it mounted a sophisticated graduated rear sight rather than the customary non-
adjustable notch. This arm was issued to selected troops in the Crimea, where it received almost instant 
acclaim. 
 
Swiss smallbore experiments convinced the Select Arms Committee that a reduction in calibre would 
provide greater range, better accuracy and an advantage in logistics.  Exhaustive research and redesigning 
resulted in one of the finest arms of the age, the .577 caliber Pattern 1853 Enfield Rifle Musket.  The gun 
was sleeker and lighter than its forbearers and, for the first time in an English military arm, had a barrel that 
was secured to the stock by bands rather than pins or wedges.  With its brass furniture, browned barrel, 
case-hardened lock and oiled walnut stock, it was indeed a handsome piece. 
 
Though tests showed that ranges of 900 yards were not excessive for the rifle, it was agreed that the P-53 
Enfield did its best work at distances between 50 and 300 yards.  The cartridges for the P-53 consisted of a 
heavy paper tube containing 2 1/2 drams (68 grains) of musket powder and a 530-grain, pure lead 
"Pritchett" type bullet which had a boxwood plug in its hollow base to improve expansion.  As the bullet 
incorporated no annular grease rings like the French and American Minies, it was wrapped with a strip of 
greased paper to facilitate loading.  Then cartridge itself was covered with a thin mixture of beeswax and 
mutton tallow for waterproofing. 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_LGFdNXiL5jc/SfGO0KY9XnI/AAAAAAAAJQk/ldRUeUAG1q8/s1600-h/meechamAdams.jpg
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_LGFdNXiL5jc/SfGO0CYaaEI/AAAAAAAAJQc/L5sMXD0-1t4/s1600-h/ghurkas.jpg
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_LGFdNXiL5jc/SfGOz-0w-jI/AAAAAAAAJQE/tj_qjGk4EyQ/s1600-h/EICpistol.jpg
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_LGFdNXiL5jc/SfGHU39_CoI/AAAAAAAAJPs/FFaUtJh13Jg/s1600-h/ColtAdams.jpg
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To load his rifle, the soldier first bit off the rear of the cartridge and poured the powder down the barrel.  
He then inverted the tube (the projectile was placed in the cartridge base up), pushed the end portion into 
the muzzle to the approximate depth of the bullet and tore off the remaining paper.  The bullet could then 
be easily rammed on top of the charge. 
 
P-53 Enfield’s saw limited use during the Crimean War, and their marked superiority over the older 
muskets, and even the P-51s, caused them to be in great demand.  The War Department and East India 
Company set about equipping all their troops with versions of the P-53 rifle musket, and by early 1857 the 
arm was being carried in India by the regular British regiments hired out to the Company, as well as many 
sepoys (native troops).  At first the rifles were well received by the sepoys, but soon a rumour was spread 
that the cartridges were greased with pigs or cow's fat.  The former was regarded by the Muslims as 
unclean, and the latter by the Hindus as sacred.  To the native troops this was just another plot by the 
Feringhees to force them to renounce their traditional religions. 
 
Fears and rejection of the cartridge began to spread.  Officers noticing the unrest amongst the sepoys 
suggested that the drills be revised to allow the men to tear off the base of the cartridge with their fingers, 
or to allow the troops to grease their own cartridges.  These reasonable suggestions, however, had come 
too late.  During a parade on February 27, 1857, the sepoys of the 19th Native Infantry refused to accept 
their issue of cartridges.  Their commander, Colonel Mitchell, rushed to the parade ground and threatened 
to ship the troops to Burma.  The soldiers became restive and Colonel Mitchell backed down, fearing an 
open revolt.  He allowed the men to retain their arms and return to duty while he decided what to do.  On 
March 23 the 19th Infantry was marched some 90 miles to the south to Barrackpore where it was 
ignominiously disbanded. 
 
Three days later another incident occurred which brought the situation rapidly to a head.  A Sepoy named 
Mangal Pande had run amok during a parade and cut down two British officers.  He harangued the troops 
to join him and kill all the British, while surprised officers looked on aghast.  The commander at 
Barrackpore, General John Hearsey, rushed to the scene and was warned by one of the officers, "Have a 
care-his musket is loaded!" Hearsey continued undaunted. "Damn his musket, " he replied.  "If I fall, rush in 
and put him to death somehow."  The frightened sepoy turned the rifle on himself, but only sustained a 
minor wound.  He was captured, tried and hanged, but his name became a rallying cry for the mutineers, 
and "Pandy" a term of contempt the British heaped on all native troops. 

 
The Europeans soldiers were out-numbered some eight to one by the Indians, and it was decided that as 
many Crown troops as possible be swiftly brought to India-a decision that merely fanned the embers of the 
rebellion.  Events soon speeded up, and on May 10, in Meerut, 85 sowars (native troopers) of the 3rd Light 
Cavalry who had refused to take the Enfield cartridges were sentenced to deportation, publicly stripped of 
their uniforms and medals, and imprisoned.  This humiliation and harsh punishment proved to be the final 
straw and Indian soldiers and civilians rebelled.  After releasing the prisoners, they swarmed to the 
European bungalows where they committed unspeakable depredations. 
 
Sepoys ransacked houses for weapons and valuables, killed the inhabitants, then burned the structures to 
the ground.  Despite numerous warnings the British were caught completely off guard, and by the time 
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they were able to organize a defence.  Meerut was in ruins.  The sepoys headed toward Delhi some 40 
miles away, and when they arrived the old Emperor received them cooly, although they were hailed by 
other rebels as liberators.  The native troops within the city rose and by May 12, Delhi itself had become a 
hellish scene of carnage.  The rebellion had begun in earnest. 
 
According to General G. F. McMunn, in his book The Armies of India, "The mutinous regiments, under 
command of their native officers, marched to Delhi, to Lucknow, or to Cawnpore, with their British colours 
flying, wearing British war medals, with their bands playing British airs.  The British on the ridge before 
Delhi could often hear the mutineer bands playing the airs their officers had taught them, before the 
Emperor's palace.  The anomalies of the mutiny were many.  In some regiments the officers were murdered 
with every possible atrocity.  In others great pains were taken to conduct them within reach of a place of 
safety.  One day the bulk of the regiment or the older native officers, with tears in their eyes, would protest 
their loyalty to their colonel and comrade of fifty years.  The next morning he and his officers would be 
dead in the rising sun." 
 
Military arms found in India during the time of the Mutiny 
were of two basic types: regular British service patterns carried 
by Crown troops, and weapons ordered from contractors by 
the East India Company to equip its own Army.  For the most 
part, the arms used by the East India Company kept pace with 
those used by the Regular Army.  This had two distinct 
advantages.  First, the Company was able to take advantage of 
the research and design work done by the Board of Ordnance, 
and secondly it was able to place orders with the very same 
contractors who were furnishing arms to Her Majesty's forces. 
 
Generally, Company guns were of the same style as those of the British Government.  Often, however, 
subtle differences, such as a slightly modified trigger guard or ramrod would be encountered.  The lock 
markings were quite different: Government locks would be engraved (later stamped) with a crown 
surmounting the initials "GR" Georgius Rex for King George III) or "VR" (Victoria Regina for Queen Victoria), 
the date of manufacture, and the name of the contractor or the word "TOWER" for Tower of London 
Armouries where the gun would have been assembled.  The P-53s that were made at the Royal Small Arms 
Factory bore the name "ENFIELD". Company lock-plates featured either a quartered heart containing the 
letters "VEIC" (United East India Company), a rampant lion holding a crown, or simply the contractor's 
name. 
 
Too, many richer Indian princes had their own private armies, whose arsenals were stocked with everything 
from the latest British and European military weapons to fine sporting arms, surplus East India Company 
flintlock muskets, and rifles and domestic matchlocks.  The Crown troops for the most part were equipped 
with the new Enfield’s, as were a goodly number of mutineers.  Once the rebellion had begun, the sepoys 
seemed to forget their objections to the "accursed cartridge" and gleefully turned them on their former 
masters.  While undoubtedly the most common model of the P-53 in service was the 39-inch-barreled 
infantry rifle, two variations--the 33-inch-barreled P-56 Short Rifle and 30-ich-barreled Artillery Carbine--
were also available in some quantity.  In fact, all the men of the 60th Rifle Regiment, who were stationed at 
Meerut at the time of the uprising, were armed with Short Rifles. 
 
The main differences among the three arms, besides barrel length, were the rear sights and bayonets.  
While the infantry rifle took a standard triangular bayonet, the Short Rifle and Artillery Carbine were both 
fitted with a long, leather-handled, wavy-bladed "yataghan" style sword bayonet designed to offset the 
guns' reduced lengths.  Many Company troops still carried the older .753-caliber Pattern 1842 percussion 
smoothbores, and arsenals were well stocked with India Pattern and New Land Pattern Brown Bess 
Flintlocks.  Aside from their ignition systems these three arms resembled each other quite a bit.  They all 
featured more or less ornate brass furniture, full-length walnut stocks, and pinned barrels. 
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The .75-caliber India Pattern Bess had been introduced in the late 18th century.  It was simplified and 
streamlined in 1802 and rechristened the "New Land Pattern." When the decision was made in the early 
1830s to switch to percussion ignition, the New Land models were at first converted to that system, and 
then, following a disastrous fire in the Tower of London where a great many of these muskets were 
destroyed, work was started on the manufacture of the P-42.  This last general-issue smoothbore musket 
was similar to its flintlock ancestors, although it incorporated simplified brasswork and a new-model 
bayonet catch located at the forend cap. Earlier Brown Bess bayonets simply slipped over a stud at the 
muzzle and, with the exception of some East India Company models, they employed no catch or retaining 
spring. 
 

Two other percussion smoothbores 
that found favour in India were the 
.753-caliber Sappers and Miners 
Carbine and Artillery Carbine.  They 
both looked a great deal like the P-42 
Musket and, in fact, used the same 
locks and furniture.  Their barrels. 
however measured only 30 inches, and 
this extra bit of handiness caused them 
to be quite popular with the sepoys.  
The Sappers and Miners Carbine, 

which was originally intended for issue only to company pioneers, was fitted for a long straight sword 
bayonet (early ones were saw-toothed) with a socket similar to that found on the P-42 musket bayonet. 
The artillery carbine mounted the standard triangular blade. 
 
The 26-inch-barreled .733-caliber "Victoria" cavalry carbine, while never 
particularly popular with the regulars because of its excessive recoil, 
was also used on both sides during the Mutiny.  It resembled its 
infantry cousins, but incorporated a "Paget" swivel ramrod that made 
the arm easier for the trooper to load on horseback. 

 
 
While none of these smoothbores had the long-range accuracy of the modern P-53s, they were deadly at 
50 yards, could be loaded fairly rapidly and, like all British military arms, were well made and serviceable.  
Prior to the decision to equip all troops with rifles, the British Army and East India Company formed special 
rifle units which were at first armed with flintlock Baker rifles, and later with percussion Brunswicks. 
 
The Baker had first come into service during the early stages of the Napoleonic Wars and had served with 
distinction on the Peninsula Campaign and in America.  It was later issued worldwide, and continued in 
regular service for almost 40 years.  The design of this sturdy weapon hearkened back to its Germanic Jager 
forebears.  Its .625 barrel was rifled with seven grooves, and featured a bar at the muzzle to which a brass-
hilted, 17-inch-bladed sword bayonet could be affixed.  The Baker had all-brass furniture, including a 
buttbox on the right side of the stock where a soldier could carry tools or spare patches.  It was loaded with 
loose powder and a patched ball in the manner of the American and German arms it emulated, although 
the soldiers were issued paper cartridges so the rifle could be fired rapildy with "running ball," should the 
need arise. 
 
In 1837 the Baker rifle was replaced with the Brunswick.  While this percussions cap rifle resembled its 
flintlock ancestor externally, the rifling system was totally different.  The brunswick employed a.704 belted 
ball which fit mechanically into two deep spiral grooves in the barrel.  Brunswick bullets were issued to the 
troops sewn into greased calico patches.  Powder was contained in separate packets.  Like the Baker, 
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musket type cartridges were given to the soldiers for emergency use.  The Brunswick took a wide-bladed 
sword bayonet, somewhat similar to that of the Baker.  Both Bakers and Brunswicks were on hand in some 
numbers during the mutiny, though it is likely they saw more use with the sepoys than with the English.  
The Bakers were old and in questionable condition, and because of their heavy recoil and indifferent 
accuracy, the Brunswicks had never been particularly popular with British riflemen. 
 
European civilians rapidly joined existing Crown or Company regiments and some formed their own 
irregular cavalry or infantry units.  A good number of these clerks-turned-warrior carried high-quality 
sporting rifles or shotguns brought from home, although when available, they would opt for military 
muskets or carbines. 
Mutineers were known to brandish matchlocks, but they too preferred the modern percussion arms.  Many 
Indian princes (and at least one princess-the Rani of Jhansi) even rode to battle wearing traditional gold- 
and silver-ornamented Indo-Persian helmets, breastplates and chain mail.  Handguns were widely used 
during the Mutiny, and we find many references to them in British dispatches, letters, and reminiscences.  
Colt revolvers were well known to the British.  In 1851 Samuel Colt had exhibited his wares at the Crystal 
Palace Exhibition in London, and had made repeated attempts to interest the Board of Ordnance in 
adopting them for the military. 

Large .44 caliber 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
Model Dragoons, as well as the widely 
popular .36 caliber 1851 Navy 
revolver, were imported into England 
and were eagerly snapped up by 
officers and civilians headed for the 
Crimea, Africa, India and any number 
of other colonial outposts throughout 

the world. The initial acceptance was so good that Colt was promoted to open a London factory in 1853. 
 
The Colt's main rival in England was the self-cocking (double-action) five-shooter of Robert Adams.  Adams 
too had exhibited his Deane, Adams and Deane revolver at the Crystal Palace and, like Colt, was an 
aggressive entrepreneur who was anxious to secure lucrative government contracts.  Trials by a select 
small-arms committee showed that the single-action Colt navy had greater long-range accuracy than the 
Adams, but that the Adams was more powerful (both .442 and .50-caliber versions were available), and 
that it could be discharged much more rapidly than the Colt-two features that were favoured by British 
officers.  The Adams ‘main drawback was that it could not be fired single action.  In 1855, however, Adams 
incorporated the improvement of F. B. E. Beaumont, which enabled the gun to be thumb-cocked.  This 
sounded the death knell for the Colt Navy, as reports of its lack of power began to filter back from the 
Crimea and, later, India. 
 
A typical damning report of the '51 Colt's lack of stopping power against the sepoys was related, second 
hand, by Lieutenant Colonel G. V. Fosbery.  "An officer, who especially prided himself in his pistol-shooting, 
was attacked by a stalwart mutineer armed with a heavy sword.  The officer, unfortunately for himself, 
carried a Colt's Navy pistol of small calibre and fired a sharp-pointed bullet of sixty to the pound and a 
heavy charge of powder, its range being 600 yards, as I have frequently proved.  This he proceeded to 
empty into the sepoy as soon as he advanced, but, having done so, he waited just one second too long to 
see the effect of his shooting, and was cloven to the teeth by his antagonist, who then dropped down and 
died beside him.  My informant, who witnessed the affair, told me that five out of the six bullets had struck 
the sepoy close together in the chest, and all had passed through him and out of the back." 
 
The Board of Ordnance did favour Colt with some orders for the Royal Navy, but they eventually chose the 
Beaumont-Adams for general adoption by the Army.  This decision, coupled with the public's flagging 
enthusiasm for his wares, caused Colt to close the London factory after only 4 years of operation.  Even 
though the Colt Dragoon revolvers were every bit as powerful as the Adams, their finish was not as good, 
and they were half again as large.  For want of other arms, Dragoons and Navies were used in the Mutiny, 
though officers discarded them for more "modern" weapons as soon as they had the chance.  Because of 
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this, Deane, Adams and Deane .442 and .50-caliber revolvers and Beaumont Adams .442s seem to have 
been the most favoured, if not most widely used, handguns during the Mutiny. 
 
Other handguns used during the rebellion included a potpourri of English pepperboxes, transition 
revolvers, double-barrelled greatcoat and holster pistols, and military horse pistols.  In the latter category, 
two particular arms saw some action in India-the Pattern 1842 Lancer's Pistol and the East India Company 
pistol.  The single-shot P-42 Lancer's Pistol was, as its name implied, adopted as a sidearm for lancers who 
did not carry carbines, and for cavalry troop sergeants.  It was little more than a scaled-down version of the 
P-42 musket, and its poor balance and awkward hold, abetted by a 9-inch .75- caliber barrel, caused it to be 
"lost" by the men at earliest opportunity. It featured the usual P-42 brass furniture and a Paget swivel 
ramrod. 
 
The East India Company Pistol, while 
maintaining the same general dimensions, 
calibre and ramrod as its Regular Army cohort, 
was somewhat better designed.  Its grip was 
not as severe as the P-42's and the brass 
furniture was much hardier.  Also, a lanyard 
ring was attached to the butt.  Crown troops 
were eventually sent to Dehli and finally laid 
siege to the city-a siege that would provide 
severe hardships for both the Europeans and 
the mutineers.  Rations became short, and 
disease broke out.  Ammunition became so low 
that the British would pay natives to retrieve 
cannon balls after they had been fired.  Finally, 
on September 14, 1857, Dehli was stormed by 
a mixed force under Brigadier General John 
Nicholson, and the city was reoccupied. 
 
Other part of India, notably Cawnpore and Lucknow, both about 250 miles south of Dehli, were the scenes 
of fierce fighting and horrible carnage.  However, by mid April, 1859, English forces had the situation pretty 
much under control.  The British repaid the sepoy's cruelty in kind, and in retribution committed some of 
the worst rapacity of the conflict.  Captured mutineers were shot or hung out of hand.  One favourite 
method of execution involved tying a prisoner over the muzzle of a cannon then firing the piece [a method 
of execution learned from the Indians].  The results were vividly described by an eye witness at Lucknow.  
"It was a horrid sight that met the eye; a regular shower of human fragments--of heads, arms and legs--
appeared in the air whirling through the smoke; and when that cleared away, those fragments lying on the 
ground--fragments of Hindoos and of Mussulmans mixed together--were all that remained of those ten 
mutineers “  Perfect callousness was depicted on every European face; a look of grim satisfaction could 
even be seen in the countenances of the gunners serving the guns.  But far different was the effect on the 
native portion of the spectators.  Their black faces grew ghastly pale, as they gazed breathlessly at the 
awful spectacle.  You must know that this is nearly the only form in which death has any terror for a native.  
If he is hanged or shot, he knows that his friends or relatives will be allowed to claim his body, and will give 
him the funeral rites required by his religion; if a Hindoo, that his body will be burned with all due 
ceremonies; and if a Mussulman, that his remains will be decently interred, as directed in the Koran.  But if 
sentenced to death in this form, he knows that his body will be blown into a thousand pieces, and that it 
will be altogether impossible for his relatives, however devoted to him, to be sure of picking up all the 
fragments of his own particular body; and the thought that perhaps a limb of some one of a different 
religion to himself might possibly be burned or buried with the remainder of his body is agony to him." 
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Fears brought about by the Mutiny caused the British Government to transfer control of the country from 
the East India Company to the Crown.  The Company's white troops were disbanded, and in the future the 
only European soldiers to serve in India would be those of the Regular Army.  It was decided that the 
proportion of native to British troops would never be more than two to one, and that Indians would not be 
allowed to man artillery.  The Government also decreed that small arms given to natives would be of lesser 
quality than those used by Crown regiments.  Muskets and carbines externally resembling the P-53 series, 
but smoothbore, were included in early issue. 
 
In 1876 Queen Victoria assumed the title of Empress of India.  However, the hate and mistrust engendered 
by the Mutiny would eventually cause the brightest stone in the Crown Imperial to fade in the eyes of both 
the Indians and the victorious British. 
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Meetings and Topics 
 

PLEASE NOTE MEETINGS COMMENCE AT 7.30 PM 
Meetings commence at 7.30 pm and are held at Clayton Wesley Uniting Church 280 Portrush Rd 
Beulah Park (Top of Norwood Parade)  All members are reminded and encouraged to bring along 

items for display.  Don’t like the topic categories on the night, no problem, pick your own. 
 
* Note: All ammunition, loose or packeted / boxed, must be securely contained to prevent handling 

Newsletter contributions are welcomed, including items members wish to buy and/or sell.  To 
submit material for Barrels & Blades please email Brimage@optusnet.com.au 
 

Calendar of Topics 
*Note: Display topics will change as required to accommodate member requests * 

Next Meeting  GENERAL - Broad field 

of arms. 

SPECIALIST - Types of 

particular interest. 

THEME - Periods, 

places or users.   
General 

February Powder Horns & Flasks Daggers, Dirks & knives Indian Mutiny  

Anything in 

your 

collecting 

interest. 

You Choose, 
Surprise us 

 

March Edged Weapons Sport/recreation/target American Civil War 

April Medals and Badges WW1 English Civil War 

May 
Loading tools and 

Accessories 

Police, prison or 

bushranger 

Scottish 

June 

The Indian Raj Items with provenance Seen on screen i.e. 

items seen in film 

and or television. 

July 

Hunting Interesting markings, 

eg: patriotic, retailer 

slogans 

Army 

August 
Uniforms Presentation / 

ceremonial/ decorated 

Japan 

September 
Pistols Curiosa,  Multi-purpose 

/Combination 

Zulu Wars 

October 
Canons, Ordinance and 

grenades 

Antiquities Pre 500AD American, Wild, Wild 

west 

November Armour Navy United Kingdom 

December Bayonets Long arms Boer War 

January Headgear Cavalry European 

Red – denotes new or changed topics 
Circa 1800 

British Naval Dirk with lions 

head pommel and checkered 

ivory handle 
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https://maps.google.com/?q=280+Portrush+Rd+Beulah+Park+5067&entry=gmail&source=g
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