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The Association Email Address is: heritage.arms.society@gmail.com 
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Membership Applications 

Nominee: Roland Martin,  

Suburb: Doncaster East VIC 
Referees: Cathey Brimage & Rex Brimage 

Interests: Australian Colonial 

 

Nominee: Donald Harvy,  

Suburb: Reynella 
Referees: Cathey Brimage, Rex Brimage 

Interests: Australian Military 

 

Nominee: Renee Groffen,  

Suburb: Christie Downs 
Referees: Cathey Brimage, Rex Brimage 

Interests: Australian Military, Sporting Rifles & Military Firearms 

 

Nominee: Ian Anderson,  

Suburb: Glenside 

Referees: Paul Skrebels, Cathey Brimage 

Interests: Georgian Militaria, Rifles & Pistol etc “Student of Arms” 

 
Any member having objection to membership being granted to the above applicants should give reasons in 

writing, in confidence and without prejudice, to the Secretary, c/- 32 Teakle Street Exeter, within 21 days of 

this meeting 

Members are reminded that you should not sponsor someone for membership unless they are known to 
you personally.  You should also know a reasonable amount of the applicant’s background.  In the case of 
an applicant not having two sponsors, written references can be substituted.   

mailto:heritage.arms.society@gmail.com
https://heritagearmssa.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Heritage-Arms-Society-Inc-SA-177334176125163/
https://www.instagram.com/heritage.arms.society/
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Up and Coming Events 
2018 

10-11 February 2018 Penrith Greengrass Antique & Modern Arms, Penrith Panthers, Mulgoa Rd., Penrith, 

NSW  Malcolm Gault, 0407 016 420 http://penrithgunshow.com.au 

3-4 March 2018 Shepparton Collectors Expo 2016, Eastbank Centre, Welford St., Shepparton, Vic 

3631 Ricky Seiter, 0400 567 353, Northern Victorian Arms Collectors Guild 

7-8th April 2018 Adelaide Arms and Militaria Fair, Greyhound Race Track, Angle Road, ANGLE PARK 

SA 
14-15th April 2018 Melbourne Arms & Militaria Fair, Westgate Sports & Leisure Complex, Altona North 

Jeff Pannan 0412 561 243 blackjck@bigpond.net.au 

29th April 2018 Australian Arms Auctions Venue: Hungarian Community Centre Location: 760 

Boronia Road Wantirna 3152  

 19-20 May 2018 Penrith Greengrass Antique & Modern Arms, Penrith Panthers, Mulgoa Rd., Penrith, 

NSW  Malcolm Gault, 0407 016 420 http://penrithgunshow.com.au 

26th – 27th May 2018 QLD Arms and Militaria Fair, at the Toowoomba showgrounds ,Founders pavilion 

(5000 sqm) on Glenvale Road Toowoomba 4350 

7-8th July 2018 Melbourne Arms & Militaria Fair, Westgate Sports & Leisure Complex, Altona North 

Jeff Pannan 0412 561 243 blackjck@bigpond.net.au 
14-15th Jul 2018 Eureka Arms & Militaria Fair, Wendouree Sports & 

Events Centre, Norman St., Wendouree, Ballart. 

More details to follow.  

 

Eureka Arms & Militaria Fair, Wendouree Sports & Events Centre, Norman St., 

Wendouree, Ballarat. More details to follow.  

11-12th August 2018 Penrith Greengrass Antique & Modern Arms, Penrith Panthers, Mulgoa Rd., Penrith, 

NSW  Malcolm Gault, 0407 016 420 http://penrithgunshow.com.au 

25-26th August 2018 BENDIGO 34TH ARMS & COLLECTABLES SHOW, Bendigo Multi Sports Complex 1-3 

Waterson Crt Golden Square Bendigo 

8 -9th September 2018 QLD Arms and Militaria Fair, at the Toowoomba showgrounds ,Founders pavilion 

(5000 sqm) on Glenvale Road Toowoomba 4350 

6-7th October 2018 Adelaide Arms and Militaria Fair, Greyhound Race Track, Angle Road, ANGLE PARK 

SA 

October 2018 Australian Arms Auctions Venue: Hungarian Community Centre Location: 760 

Boronia Road Wantirna 3152  

 
13-14th October 2018 Melbourne Arms & Militaria Fair, Westgate Sports & Leisure Complex, Altona North 

Jeff Pannan 0412 561 243 blackjck@bigpond.net.au 
10-11th November 2018 Penrith Greengrass Antique & Modern Arms, Penrith Panthers, Mulgoa Rd., Penrith, 

NSW  Malcolm Gault, 0407 016 420 http://penrithgunshow.com.au 

 

British Sea 

Service Pistol 

  

http://penrithgunshow.com.au/
mailto:blackjck@bigpond.net.au
http://penrithgunshow.com.au/
mailto:blackjck@bigpond.net.au
http://penrithgunshow.com.au/
mailto:blackjck@bigpond.net.au
http://penrithgunshow.com.au/
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Last Month’s Displays-Fort Glanville 15th October 2017:  
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Heritage Arms displays over two days at the Adelaide Arms Fair 20-21st October 2017 

Special Guest display by Les Mckessar 

 

Peter Stanford and Will Rosenthal 

 

Cathey and Rex
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Welcome to Roland Martin (ours newest interstate member) 
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COFFIN TOP HILTED SWORDS by Mike Royle 
The so called “Coffin Top” hilted swords I consider are of a style most collectable in the Georgian period 

cavalry field. This type of sword is believed most likely to have been developed from the Prussian hussar 

sabres of the second half of the 18th century.  The sword blades are essentially of the 1788 pattern style light 

cavalry or dragoons however seem to be exclusive for Officers.  The 1788 pattern sword was the first British 

Regulation pattern sword adopted and as such gave the officers the opportunity to choose a variety of hilts 

and etched blades to their liking.   Most of these Coffin Hilt types of swords were produced during the years 

1790 to 1795 and were issued to for example, the 7
th
 light dragoons,10

th
 Light dragoons and the 30

th
 Light 

dragoons, as documented in both Robson’s and Deller’s  book on cavalry swords .This style also attracted 

other companies, regiments etc as well as in some cases for private use. My collection covers four similar 

such coffin hilts, namely as follows: 

      A. The Warwick  Light Dragoons circa 1794  made by T Gill. 

B.  Langet marks are  LDR or Lanarkshire Dumfried Regiment. 36.5 inch clip pointed blade. 

      C. The Royal Horse Artillery made between 1793 and 1795 by the cutler John Knubley of 7 Charing 

Cross. 

      D. The Honorable Artillery Company circa 1790 -1792 by Brunn. *** 

I still however consider the 10
th
 light Dragoons hilt the ultimate in collecting these types.  They are quite rare 

due to only a small number being manufactured. This is one of the original 16 sabres purchased by the Prince 

of Wales in 1792 from the cutler Robert Foster and given by him to the officers of the 10LD. There are other 

examples cast in brass or gilding metal that are equally very rare. 
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The hilt is cast in one piece with a voided central section. The casting is exceptional and one can only admire 

the casters art. The upper section of the hilt has a section brazed into place that has a machined recess with a 

central hole that will allow the tang to pass through. The tang is threaded for about 6 mm that corresponds 

with the round nut . The round nut  is approximately 12mm diameter with a central hole which is also 

threaded. The nut also has additional holes on each side of the center line which are not threaded. For those 

people who would be familiar with modern day angle grinders the nut developed and used nearly 230 years 

ago is used extensively on such grinders when changing the cutting disc using a tool with raised pins to fit 

the outer holes thus removing the nut. I have seen this application used in other machinery and engineering 

applications. The early swordsmiths were obviously great innovator’s and certainly produced excellent 

swords that we all desire to collect today. 

The embellishment of the open area in the cast that exposes the felt is two pieces of wood as per picture that 

is covered with a velvet material. The one I inspected whilst appearing to be black did have a very dark red 

tinge to it. 

Finally the cover or section that obviously looks like a coffin lid  or where the term “Coffin Top “ seems to 

emanate from is attached by two small screws that hide the method of attachment. 

My “Coffin Top hilts” are attached via the tang that has been threaded and protrudes through the cover and 

in two  cases held in place by an external 8 sided cone shaped nut which has an internal thread.  The other 

also uses a square nut.  Not as fancy as the cast one but obviously just as effective and no doubt a saving in 

machining costs. My Warwick Light Dragoons sword employs a hexagon threaded nut inlet into the wood 

grip. The cover is attached by two pins. 

A. 
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A. 

 

Langet marked WLD 
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The third Rudge print dates from April 1801 and was engraved by a C Williams rather than by Fores. This 

fine piece of aquatinting is dedicated to the Warwickshire Yeomanry Cavalry, raised in 1794, and shows 

what seems to be the second uniform of the regiment, with a skirted “Austrian” jacket. 

B &C. 

 

 

 

  

https://thisreilluminatedschoolofmars.files.wordpress.com/2015/08/hart-bla-plate.jpg
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B.      C. 

   

D. 

 

 

Author : M.A.Royle. 
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British Naval Boarding Axe from the Age of Sail 
http://www.boardingaxe.com/british.html 
 
Ships carried a large quantity of tools to meet any eventuality.  
These of course included axes for firefighting – fire, being an 
ever present hazard on wooden ships - for general repairs, and 
for tree felling and wood gathering ashore.  
 
The main uses of an axe when firefighting, whether at sea or on 
land, were for breaking open doors, smashing windows or 
knocking holes in walls and roofs to affect a rescue, releasing 
smoke or creating fire breaks. The thin angle of the blade as 
well as the spike could also be driven into the gaps around 
doors and windows to lever them open. At sea during battle 
this would also include damage control such as clearing fallen 
rigging and spars by cutting and dragging them clear and to pry 
out embedded hot cannon balls before they set the wood 
alight.  Axes were therefore always part of a vessel’s equipment 
and it is from these that the Boarding Axe evolved to fill a niche 
created by the art of naval warfare at the time of the great 
sailing ships.  
 
As well as being used for damage control they were also used 
as a combat tool in any boarding action between vessels, and it 
was this action that generally concluded the fight. The boarding 
axe was used to cut through anti-boarder nets and lines, to cut 
through rigging or ropes holding gun ports open, to smash 
through the doors and windows of cabins to attack the 
opposing crew who may be defending that as a stronghold. And 
of course in melee an axe may not be as good as a sword or 
cutlass but it was still a handy personal weapon. 

http://www.boardingaxe.com/british.html
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A boarding party would always include a complement of axe carriers to support the main body of marines 
and sailors armed with musket and cutlass. As the axes were generally stored in racks near each gun they 
were also handy for defence against enemy boarders, being quickly available to the gun crews to cut 
grappling lines or defend themselves. 
 
The British Boarding Axe is notable for the fact that there was only one pattern for almost the entire age of 
fighting sail.  This was the distinctive tomahawk and although there were many variations it was not 
superceded until 1859 when the lighter flared blade model replaced it, though by this time the nature of 
boarding actions was rapidly changing. 
 
Gilkerson identifies the oldest known dateable axe to one excavated at Crown Point, New York - the fort 
here being a naval base in the mid 1700s which was burned down in 1773.  He also speculates that the 
boarding axe developed from smaller Native American trade axes or tomahawks that were found to be 
useful on board ship, although some collectors of tomahawks suspect the reverse may be true. 
 
Throughout its long life this axe retained its flattish cross-section and side langets which made manufacture 
easy especially in poorly equipped workshops around the world, some of which produced very crude 
examples. The term Tomahawk was adopted into British Royal Navy terminology both at ship level and 
within administration documents and Ffoulks notes a recorded issue of 300 “Tommihawks” to the 
2nd Battalion of the Royal Americans as early as August 1761. 
 
The British boarding axe had a chisel shaped blade, with 
a straight or very slightly curved cutting edge.  On some 
axes the lower part of the axe drops away increasing 
the chisel angle but almost always the top of the blade 
stays in line with the top of the axe head. 
 
The langets are side mounted and integrally cast and 
often lobe shaped and curved slightly around the 
handle. 
 
Handles were  between 24”- 28” (61-71 cm) long and 
often tapered down sharply at the axe head, swelling in 
diameter for a short section below the head where the 
top hand would grip, then gradually tapering to a 
smaller diameter where the lower hand would take hold 
and finally terminating in a ball. 
 
 
 
 
Reddell c. 1800 
Length: 24.5” (62 cm) 
Blade - point: 8” (20 cm) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Even with many minor variations the ‘Tomahawk’ retained its distinctive look for well over a hundred years 
despite manufacture in different countries.  It ranged from crude colonial copies to factory made versions. 
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The date of this axe unknown but it predates that on 
the right made around 1820 by the A.Shaw company 
in Britain. 
 
A Shaw c.1820 
Length: 28” (71 cm) 
Blade - point: 9” (23 cm) 
 
 
This British boarding axe, circa 1805, is clearly marked 
SARGANT and was found on the shores of Bay of 
Quinte, Lake Ontario, Canada.   
 
The shaft has been cut down to hatchet length and it 
was possibly re-used by a Native American or settler. 
 
William Sargant was a Birmingham sword maker 
resident on Lionel Street in 1803. In 1815 the firm was 
incorporated into Woolley and Sargant of Edmund 
Street, Birmingham. 

 
The 1859 axe was lighter, had a shorter spike, 
but retained the flat cross-section and integral 
side langets.  It adopted a flared blade which 
was better for cutting at variable angles and at 
deck level.  It retained the long shaft to give a 
total length of 24” (61 cm) - longer handled 
ones are not known. 
 

These axes tend to be dated and well marked with the maker’s name, and for government issue a broad 
arrow and an N for navy.  This axe remained in service until the end of the century but was still produced 
for private use by Gilpin Tools up until 1930. 
 
The latest date seen is 1899 on a naval issue and according to Ffoulks there were still 163 in naval issue in 
1926. The Royal Engineers were issued this pattern in 1872 and declared them obsolete in 1897. 
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Gilpin 1890 
Length: 23” 
 (58 cm) 
Blade - point: 8”  
(20 cm) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Comparison of the 1859 model and the Tomahawk. 

 
The 1859 model is usually well marked with date, maker, N and broad arrow, while the tomahawk version 
is often seen with no markings. Makers name and the broad arrow mark are sometimes seen and two 
examples are known dated 1805 with Sargant as the maker. 
 

Makers Found on 1859 Model 
Gilpin C & M (1890, 1897,1899) 
Yates & Co Cast Steel Warranted 
Richard Thomas, Birmingham, (1897) 
 

Makers Found on Tomahawk Model 
SARGANT, SARGENT, (1805) 
A SHAW 
W Badger 
Reddell 
Edwards (c.1812) 
MABERY 
G. WHYLL 
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A German/Polish winged lobster-tailed burgonet 
By Cathey Brimage 

These Lobster Tail Helmets with attached metal 

winglets are a puzzle.  They first appear in art of 

the 1730s when Poland was ruled by a Saxon 

King, and are worn only by Saxon Cavalrymen – 

as a practical alternative to the Polish back-

mounted wings worn by the famous Polish 

Winged Hussars. 

 

Poles favoured elaborate burnished steel helmets, 

yet most surviving winged helmets are obsolete 

burgonets or ‘Pappenhelmers’ to which the winglets 

have been added.  Whilst the helmets are usually 

associated with Poland, there is actually little 

evidence that winged helmets are Polish rather than 

Saxon. 

Essentailly this is a standard “pappenheimer” type of 

helmet, used in many Central-European countries, 

including Poland and Germany. 

The distinguished wings on the sides of the helmet 

might indicate its Polish provenance, but it could just 

as easily be also for a Saxony, which was united with 

Poland since the Fridrich August I, Saxon elector 

was introduced into Polish throne as August II in 

1697. 

This Polish Winged Hussars Szyszak Helmet c1670-

1733, is similar to the winged helmet of the Guard of 

Augustus the Strong, and features sliding nasal bar, 

two-piece hand forged folded skull, articulated lobster 

tail, pierced cheek-pieces suspended with leather, 

and hand pierced wings. 
 

Standard ‘pappenheimer’ type of helmet 

 

http://www.hermann-historica.de/auktion/hhm63.pl?f=NR_LOT&c=2266&t=temartic_A_GB&db=kat63_a.txt


Barrels & Blades Ser.3, No 7 - Newsletter | P a g e 21 

Whilst I am aware that there are a number of these winged helmets in the Polish Military Museum, I 

have found no documented link between these and the Polish Winged Hussars, although when they 

come up for auction they are invariably described as Winged Hussars Helmets. 

 

Collection Cathey and Rex Brimage 
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The Accurate and Deadly Baker Rifle 
by Arnold Blumberg 
 

 
Armed with the Baker Rifle, specially trained British troops became the premiere skirmishers and 
marksmen of early 19th century warfare. 
 
The European wars of the late 18th and early 19th centuries were characterized by large-scale clashes 
between similarly armed soldiers employing muskets, sabers, and cannons. Firepower dominated the 
battlefields.  The foot soldier of the period plied his bloody trade using sturdy, easy-to-operate muskets—
flintlock, smoothbore muzzle-loaders, but barely accurate at a distance of 100 yards.  To improve the ratio 
of hits, blocks of closely packed musketeers would point their weapons at opposing densely packed ranks of 
enemy troops and fire as rapidly as they could.  The object was to deliver such a sustained and 
overwhelming volume of lead into the enemy’s close formations that unit cohesion and morale would be 
lost, causing the foe to flee the field before the two sides came into close contact with bayonets. 
 
From the mid-17th through the late 18th centuries, infantry weapons and tactics changed very little. With 
the advent of the French Revolution, however, the stimulus for change arose in the form of large-scale use 
of skirmisher tactics on the battlefield. French musketeers forming “clouds” or “swarms” of open-order 
troops firing from minimal distance at their targets presented a mortal threat to the exposed lines and 
columns of the enemies of the young Republic. By 1800 all the major military powers on the European 
continent were attempting to emulate French tactics. Most fielded musket-armed men to counter the 
French threat. The Prussians created a small number of rifle-carrying companies called Schutzen to deal 
with the problem; the British addressed the issue by forming special rifle units of battalion size. 
 
Rifles Were For Hunting, Not War 
Rifles had made their first limited appearance on European battlefields in the early 17th century. In the 
1620s, King Christian IV of Denmark outfitted his personal bodyguards with rifles. Norwegian ski troops 
used them in the early part of the next century, while the 1670s saw French cavalry scouts employ them on 
campaign. In 1740, Frederick the Great’s Prussian army established a temporary rifle corps; four years later 
it became permanent. The British used rifles, or rifle carbines, for the first time when 50 of the weapons 
accompanied a military force assigned to relieve Louisbourg in North America. 
 
Rifles were seen largely as a German hunting weapon, not as a tool of war, and they were slow to emerge 
as a military weapon. Nevertheless, the British Army expanded its use of rifles during the French and Indian 
War, when it equipped selected light troops and marksmen in the 27th, 42nd, 44th, 46th, 55th and 60th 
regiments of foot with flintlock, muzzle-loading rifles of German manufacture. During the same period, the 



Barrels & Blades Ser.3, No 7 - Newsletter | P a g e 23 

British depended on German auxiliaries to supply the limited number of rifle-armed light troops used in the 
Crown’s contingents fighting in Europe. 
 
Over the next 40 years, the English government made tentative steps toward developing a domestic 
version of the rifle. Although it looked at such designs as the Pattern 1776 Infantry Rifle and the breech-
loader Ferguson model, the country continued to purchase foreign-made rifles in such volume that 
thousands were in storage or in use by active-duty forces from the Caribbean to the Mediterranean. It was 
not until the start of the next century, however, that a shift in attitude reversed the Crown’s longstanding 
practice of buying foreign-made rifles. 
 
The surge in rifle interest in Great Britain began in 1799 with the creation of the Experimental Corps of 
Riflemen. This formation came about as a counter to French skirmisher tactics. The availability of rifles in 
British arsenals and their increasing use boosted support for the new riflemen; but the clincher was the 
new-found “rifle consciousness” within the Board of Ordnance, the governmental organ that approved all 
designs, manufacture, purchases and maintenance of British military armament. 
 
By the end of the 18th century, the board had reversed itself on the utility of the rifle. For decades, the 
British had rejected the use of rifles in large numbers, basing its opposition on a number of suppositions: 
that the rifle was a civilian hunting weapon and no doctrine for its use had ever been developed for the 
battlefield; that it took at least three times as long to load as a smoothbore musket; that the requirement 
for highly trained riflemen could never be met; that the need to thoroughly clean a rifle after every 20 shots 
further reduced firepower; and that rifles cost more than smoothbores. 
 
The start of the new century found the board convinced that the rifle’s longer effective range (about 150 
yards for the rifle, less than 100 yards for the smoothbore musket) and its improved accuracy far 
outweighed the old objections. Furthermore, hard and extensive training of British regulars overcame the 
fear that they could not be turned into expert marksmen. To complete the equation, however, a British-
made design for rifles had to be obtained. 
 
There Was No Official Record of the Rifle Design Tests and Trials 
In late 1799, the board invited various leading gun 
makers to submit their designs for trials to be held the 
next year at Woolwich, the Army’s proving grounds. 
One of the designers was Ezekiel Baker, a master 
gunsmith from Whitechapel. Baker delivered seven 
different types of rifle barrels fitted with a number of 
fitted sights. These formed the basis for a series of trials 
before a committee of field officers in January and 
February 1800. The trials at Woolwich consisted of 
eight barrels being fired at 300 yards, 12 rounds each, 
from a fixed mortar bed and from the shoulder. 
 
There was no official record of the tests—the only 
account of the trials appeared two years later in Baker’s 
book, Remarks on Rifle Guns. Baker recounted that his 
opposition numbered some of the finest gunmakers in 
England—Durs Egg, Samuel Galton, Henry Nock, and a 
Mr. German. According to Baker “there were barrels of 
French, German, Spanish, Dutch, American, and all 
nations brought forward in competition: but mine beat 
them all, in a trial at Woolwich before the Committee—
the distance three hundred yards. My barrel was two feet six inches, with a twenty to the pound bore ball, 
rifles one quarter turn in the angle of the barrel.” Baker’s immodest story of how he won the rifle contract 
left out one crucial fact: that he was a close friend of the Prince of Wales, heir to the British throne. 

http://warfarehistorynetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/The-Accurate-and-Deadly-Baker-Rifle3.jpg
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In March 1800, the board awarded Baker an order for a number of pattern rifles and barrels so that they 
could assess various designs and calibers. Baker’s first two models were immediately rejected on the advice 
of Colonel Coote Manningham, the first commander of the nascent Rifle Corps, for whose troops a rifle 
design had been sought. Baker’s original presentation had been along the dimensions of the standard 
infantry musket. Manningham’s objection was based on the weight of the piece—it was too heavy. He was 
concerned that the rifle’s weight would impede his men’s rapid movement in the field. The colonel 
instructed Baker to base his rifle on a German Jaeger (hunter) rifle design using a 30-inch barrel, a .625-
caliber round, and seven square grooves making one complete turn every 19 feet. 
 
The length of the barrel was uppermost in Manningham’s mind, and he cautioned Baker not to deviate 
from the 30-inch length when the gunsmith suggested creating a longer barrel for accuracy’s sake. 
Manningham wanted his sharpshooters to be able to take full advantage of the terrain during combat, and 
this meant that some shooting would have to be done from the prone position. He knew from previous 
experiments that a short barrel would allow this firing technique, which was not possible with a regulation-
length musket. 
 
Sword Bayonettes Were Added to Rifles For Close-Quarter Combat 
Baker’s first model had a Jaeger-type folding-back sight. A standard 6-inch-long lock mechanism and swan 
neck cock (found on the Brown Bess) was also included. It had a scrolled brass trigger guard to help insure a 
firm grip, and a raised cheek-rest on the left of the butt for additional support when aiming. The gun was 45 
inches long and weighed almost nine pounds. With prompting from Manningham, the new rifle was fitted 
with a bayonet specially designed by the Birmingham sword cutler Henry Osborn. Following the German 
style, a 24-inch-long sword bayonet, which could be clipped onto a metal bar attached to the muzzle, was 
provided. The sword bayonet made the weapon awkward to manage, but Manningham felt that one was 
necessary. Riflemen were sharpshooters and not to be employed as close action troops, but hand-to-hand 
fighting and threats from cavalry could occur, and a weapon of last resort, the bayonet, was essential for 
protection. Since the rifle was 13 to 20 inches shorter than the average infantry musket, the additional 
length provided by the sword bayonet would give the riflemen a better chance to survive close-quarters 
combat. 
 
Although based on the German hunting rifle design, Baker’s creations were not meant to have the same 
inherent characteristics as a Jaeger piece—light weight, smaller ammunition load, easily broken design. On 
the contrary, the Baker Rifle was meant to be a mass-produced product, taking a fairly standardized 
military-caliber ball, with a comparable rate of fire to its military smoothbore counterparts. The new rifle 
also had to be robust enough to act as a deadly club in the hands of a soldier, and to hold a bayonet. 

 

http://warfarehistorynetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/The-Accurate-and-Deadly-Baker-Rifle1.jpg
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Baker Rifles (officially referred to as the “infantry rifle” to distinguish it from the model “cavalry rifle” with 
slightly smaller bore, made around the same time) was delivered to the Army in September 1800. By year’s 
end, some 1,103 rifles had been sent to the military for its approval, while the next 12 months saw an 
additional 1,240 rifles produced. Most of the weapons, designated the Pattern 1800 Baker Infantry Rifle, 
were not finished products when they reached Army inspectors. Many were without barrels, locks, or 
bayonets. In order to be finished, they had to be sent to civilian contractors for completion. In fact, many of 
the Baker rifles produced between 1800 and 1815 were not even made by Ezekiel Baker. Early on he 
subcontracted with over a score of other British gunmakers to supply many of the parts that made up his 
rifle. 
 
By early 1802, the Rifle Corps had been equipped with some 635 Baker Rifles. Although generally pleased 
with the gun’s performance, it was not long before the Army demanded certain modifications to be made, 
thus creating new models. A Pattern 1801 West India Rifle was built, essentially a cheaper gun that could 
stand up to the harsh tropical conditions of the West Indies. Its cost was a little over two pounds sterling, 
against the 1800 Model that cost almost five pounds sterling. Over 2,000 completed rifles of this type were 
produced and delivered to the Army. 
 
The Longest-Serving Life of any Rifle in the History of the British Army 
Starting in 1805, the government adopted an “open contact” policy for those who wanted to supply it with 
Baker Rifles. This allowed for more competition and a slightly lower price. That year 1,353 infantry rifles 
were manufactured. The Model 1805 differed from previous Baker Rifles in the size of the butt box and the 
presence of a slit in the underside of the forestock. About 19,000 of these were produced by 31 different 
contractors (13 in London and 18 in Birmingham) over the next decade. 
 
During the first 15 years of its production (1800 to 1815), the Baker rifle was a boon to British gun 
manufacturers. Prices charged for materials or labor were not uniform but differed depending on where 
the material was obtained, or on where the various assembly points were located throughout the country. 
Parliamentary rules to standardize costs for purchases of the weapons were usually not enforced due to 
the exigencies of the ongoing war with France. The three basic patterns of the Baker Rifle were the second 
costliest small arm produced by the British (the cavalry carbine was the most expensive). 
 
The vast majority of the new weapons went to what were considered the elite units of the armed forces. 
Among these were the 1st, 4th, and 6th Battalions of the 60th Regiment of Foot, which served in Ireland, 
the West Indies, South Africa, and the Iberian Peninsula. The even more famous Rifle Corps, created in 
1800 and renamed the 95th Rifle Regiment in 1802, did excellent service in the Duke of Wellington’s 
Portuguese, Spanish, and French campaigns between 1808 and 1814. Five companies of the 95th fought at 
the Battle of New Orleans, and elements of battalions did yeoman service at Waterloo. In addition, 
thousands of Baker Rifles were supplied to Allied forces who fielded sharpshooter units like the 95th. The 
most noted of these were the Hanoverian raised King’s German Legion and the British trained battalions of 
Portuguese light infantry known as Casadores. 
 
The Baker Rifle’s effectiveness in the Napoleonic Wars was due to its long range, accuracy and 
dependability under extreme battlefield conditions. The fact that the French never deployed riflemen in 
any great numbers was another reason why the British were able to blunt their opponents’ skirmisher 
tactics and impose their own will on the enemy. Along with its claim as being the best infantry flintlock, 
muzzle-loading rifle ever made, the Baker also has the distinction of having the longest-serving life of any 
rifle in the history of the British Army. First produced in 1800 it was still being issued in 1841, four years 
after it was taken out of production. 
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Meetings and Topics 
 
The November meeting will be held on the 17th November at the Eastwood Community Centre, 95 
Glen Osmond Road Eastwood, commencing at 7.30pm.  PLEASE NOTE THIS WILL BE THE 
LAST MEETING TO BE HELD AT EASTWOOD.  From the December 2017 meeting onward the 
venue will be Clayton Wesley Uniting Church 280 Portrush Rd Beulah Park (Top of Norwood Parade) All 

members are reminded and encouraged to bring along items for display.  Don’t like the topic 
categories on the night, no problem, pick your own. 
 
* Note: All ammunition, loose or packeted / boxed, must be securely contained to prevent handling 

 
Newsletter contributions are welcomed, including items members wish to buy and/or sell.  To 
submit material for Barrels & Blades please email Brimage@optusnet.com.au 
 

Calendar of Topics 
*Note: Display topics will change as required to accommodate member requests 

Next Meeting  GENERAL - Broad field 

of arms. 

SPECIALIST - Types of 

particular interest. 

THEME - Periods, 

places or users.   
General 

November Armour Navy United Kingdom 

Anything in 

your 

collecting 

interest. 

You Choose, 

Surprise us 

December Bayonets Long arms Boar War 

***As of December NEW LOCATION - Clayton Wesley Uniting Church 280 Portrush Rd 

Top of Norwood Parade 

January Headgear Cavalry European 

February Powder Horns & Flasks Daggers, Dirks & knives Indian Mutiny  

March Edged Weapons Sport/recreation/target American Civil War 

April Medals and Badges WW1 English Civil War 

May 
Loading tools and 

Accessories 

Police, prison or 

bushranger 

Scottish 

June 

The Indian Raj Items with provenance Seen on screen i.e. 

items seen in film 

and or television. 

July 

Hunting Interesting markings, 

eg: patriotic, retailer 

slogans 

Army 

August 
Uniforms Presentation / 

ceremonial/ decorated 

Japan 

September 
Pistols Curiosa,  Multi-purpose 

/Combination 

Zulu Wars 

October 
Canons, Ordinance and 

grenades 

Antiquities Pre 500AD American, Wild, Wild 

west 
 

Red – denotes new or changed topics 
 

https://maps.google.com/?q=280+Portrush+Rd+Beulah+Park+5067&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=280+Portrush+Rd+Beulah+Park+5067&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:Brimage@optusnet.com.au
https://maps.google.com/?q=280+Portrush+Rd+Beulah+Park+5067&entry=gmail&source=g

