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and reference (s) or source quoted 

The Association Email Address is: heritage.arms.society@gmail.com 

Webpage: https://heritagearmssa.com/ 

Find us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Heritage-Arms-Society-Inc-SA-177334176125163/ 
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Membership Applications 
Nominee: Stuart Bates 
Suburb: Boonah Vic   
Referees: Rex & Cathey Brimage 

Stuart Bates has been an avid collector of British and 
Australian headgear for over 20 years, and his 
collection includes more than 140 items ranging from 
1768 to 1953.  Stuart has written extensively about 
the subject of military helmets, in magazines such as 
The Armourer and the Military Trader.  He also wrote 
his book on the Wolseley helmet and is an active 
contributor on several militaria forums. 

 

Nominee: Mike Royle 

Suburb: Ocean Grove Vic 
Referees: Rex & Cathey Brimage 

Interests: British Military swords, with a focus on the Napoleonic period. 
 
Any member having objection to membership being granted to the above applicants should give reasons in 
writing, in confidence and without prejudice, to the Secretary, c/- 32 Teakle Street Exeter, within 21 days of 
this meeting.  

mailto:heritage.arms.society@gmail.com
https://heritagearmssa.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Heritage-Arms-Society-Inc-SA-177334176125163/
https://www.instagram.com/heritage.arms.society/
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Editorial 
 
Welcome to the September issue of Barrels and Blades.  I have been going through my records and it 
appears the first issue came out in September 2002.  Actually I came up with the name, not really very 
imaginative, I simply reversed the title of a very interesting book in my library “Blades and barrels: Six 
centuries of combination weapons by H Gordon Frost”.  That issue was four pages long and now we are 
electronic we are over 20 pages. 
 
However, the newsletter is only as good as its content and truly comes into its own when we can feature 
articles written by club members. 
 
Please feel free to email articles etc. to me directly at Brimage@optusnet.com.au 
 
Cheers Cathey Brimage 
 

Up and Coming Heritage Arms Activities 

 
Heritage Arms will be putting on displays at: 

The Fort Glanville Open Day on the 15th October 2017. 
The Adelaide Arms Fair 21st October 2017 
 
Potential special Guest at the November Meeting 
Members from another club have expressed an interest in visiting, at this stage we are working on 
November.  Display topics may change for this meeting – watch this space. 

A message from your President 
 
Hello All 

I just wanted to say thank you to the membership of the Heritage Arms society for a constructive Annual 

General Meeting.  Although it was of marathon length and full of discussion I think it was necessary to 

position the club for a bright future.  

Already the new committee of management has met and discussed and agreed to pursue a number of 

opportunities to actively promote the club for new members.  We will also endeavour to find ways to 

improve our current meetings to give back to our existing membership.  

There might be many new challenges ahead of us but it is important to know that we are preserving history 

and the collection of Antique Arms and Armour.  We’ve shared ownership of these items with experienced 

members of society, many experts in their area of interest and other extraordinary people.  I believe we 

have a duty to not only preserve the items in our own collections but to pass on to new collectors just how 

important they are 

I’m thrilled to be elected President again and I am very excited about the next twelve months and what we 

can achieve.  

Again thank you to the membership and I look forward as always to seeing you again soon.  

Best Regards  

From Will Rosenthal 

 

  

mailto:Brimage@optusnet.com.au
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Up and Coming Events 
2017 

9th & 10th of Sep 2017 Toowoomba GUN MILITARIA & COLLECTABLES SHOW Toowoomba showgrounds 

Glenvale Rd Toowoomba 4350 

16- 18 Sept 2017 Maitland 10 Bent Street, Local & Interstate dealers attending Web page: 

www.huntervalleyarmsfair.com 

7-8 Oct 2017 Melbourne Arms & Militaria Fair, Westgate Sports & Leisure Complex, Altona North  

Jeff Pannan 0412 561 243  blackjck@bigpond.net.au 

 15th October 2017 Port Glanville Heritage Association Open Day 

21st & 22nd October 2017 Kevin Tarling’s Antique Arms and Militaria Fair Adelaide.  Greyhound Race Track 

Angle Road, Angle Park SA.  Open Saturday 9am o 5pm and Sunday 9am to 3 pm. 

4-5 Nov 2017 Ipswich Showgrounds, Local & Interstate dealers attending Web page: 

www.brisbanegunshow.com.au 

11-12 Nov 2017   Greengrass Antique & Modern Arms, Penrith Panthers, Mulgoa Rd., Penrith, NSW   

Malcolm Gault, 0407 016 420 http://penrithgunshow.com.au 

2018 

10-11 February 2018 Penrith Greengrass Antique & Modern Arms, Penrith Panthers, Mulgoa Rd., Penrith, 

NSW  Malcolm Gault, 0407 016 420 http://penrithgunshow.com.au 

3-4 March 2018 Shepparton Collectors Expo 2016, Eastbank Centre, Welford St., Shepparton, Vic 

3631 Ricky Seiter, 0400 567 353, Northern Victorian Arms Collectors Guild 

7-8th April 2018 Adelaide Arms and Militaria Fair, Greyhound Race Track, Angle Road, ANGLE PARK 

SA 
14-15th April 2018 Melbourne Arms & Militaria Fair, Westgate Sports & Leisure Complex, Altona North 

Jeff Pannan 0412 561 243 blackjck@bigpond.net.au 

19-20 May 2018 Penrith Greengrass Antique & Modern Arms, Penrith Panthers, Mulgoa Rd., Penrith, 

NSW  Malcolm Gault, 0407 016 420 http://penrithgunshow.com.au 

26th – 27th May 2018 QLD Arms and Militaria Fair, at the Toowoomba showgrounds ,Founders pavilion 

(5000 sqm) on Glenvale Road Toowoomba 4350 

7-8th July 2018 Melbourne Arms & Militaria Fair, Westgate Sports & Leisure Complex, Altona North 

Jeff Pannan 0412 561 243 blackjck@bigpond.net.au 
14-15th Jul 2018 Eureka Arms & Militaria Fair, Wendouree Sports & 

Events Centre, Norman St., Wendouree, Ballart. 

More details to follow.  

 

Eureka Arms & Militaria Fair, Wendouree Sports & Events Centre, Norman St., 

Wendouree, Ballarat. More details to follow.  

11-12th August 2018 Penrith Greengrass Antique & Modern Arms, Penrith Panthers, Mulgoa Rd., Penrith, 

NSW  Malcolm Gault, 0407 016 420 http://penrithgunshow.com.au 

25-26th August 2018 BENDIGO 34TH ARMS & COLLECTABLES SHOW, Bendigo Multi Sports Complex 1-3 

Waterson Crt Golden Square Bendigo 

8 -9th September 2018 QLD Arms and Militaria Fair, at the Toowoomba showgrounds ,Founders pavilion 

(5000 sqm) on Glenvale Road Toowoomba 4350 

6-7th October 2018 Adelaide Arms and Militaria Fair, Greyhound Race Track, Angle Road, ANGLE PARK 

SA 
13-14th October 2018 Melbourne Arms & Militaria Fair, Westgate Sports & Leisure Complex, Altona North 

Jeff Pannan 0412 561 243 blackjck@bigpond.net.au 
10-11th November 2018 Penrith Greengrass Antique & Modern Arms, Penrith Panthers, Mulgoa Rd., Penrith, 

NSW  Malcolm Gault, 0407 016 420 http://penrithgunshow.com.au 

  

http://www.huntervalleyarmsfair.com/
mailto:blackjck@bigpond.net.au
http://penrithgunshow.com.au/
http://penrithgunshow.com.au/
mailto:blackjck@bigpond.net.au
http://penrithgunshow.com.au/
mailto:blackjck@bigpond.net.au
http://penrithgunshow.com.au/
mailto:blackjck@bigpond.net.au
http://penrithgunshow.com.au/
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Zulu War 

 
National Army Museum Chelsea, London 
 
In 1879 the British fought a war against the Zulu kingdom.  The Zulus resisted bravely and were only 
defeated after a series of particularly bloody battles that have gone down in the annals of colonial warfare. 
 
Imperial Federation 
In 1877 Lord Carnarvon, Secretary of State for the Colonies, wanted to extend British imperial influence in 
South Africa by creating a federation of British colonies and Boer Republics.  He appointed Sir Bartle Frere 
as British High Commissioner in southern Africa to execute his plan.  To implement Carnarvon’s policy, 
Frere had to gain control over Zululand, a warrior kingdom bordering Natal and the Transvaal.  King 
Cetshwayo refused Frere's demands for federation, or to disband his Zulu army, as it would mean losing his 
power. 

 
The British reading Sir Bartle Frere’s ultimatum to the Zulu chiefs on 11 December 1878 
 
War began in January 1879 when a force led by Lieutenant-General Lord Chelmsford invaded Zululand to 
enforce British demands. 

https://www.nam.ac.uk/
https://www.nam.ac.uk/plan-visit
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Three columns 

Lord Chelmsford split his invasion force into three columns.  He planned to surround the Zulus and force 
them into battle before capturing the royal capital at Ulundi.  The right column crossed into Zululand near 
the mouth of the Tugela River to secure an abandoned missionary station at Eshowe as a base.  The left 
column entered Zululand from the Transvaal and made for Utrecht.  Finally, the centre column, led by 
Chelmsford himself, crossed the Buffalo River at Rorke's Drift mission station to find the Zulu army. 
 
‘If I am called upon to conduct 
operations against the Zulus, I 
shall… show them how 
hopelessly inferior they are to 
us in fighting power, although 
numerically stronger.’  
Lieutenant-General Lord 
Chelmsford, 1878 
 

Lieutenant-General Lord 
Chelmsford, 1879 

 
Formidable enemy 
Cetshwayo, fearing British 
aggression, had started to 
purchase guns before the war, 
so the Zulus had thousands of 
old-fashioned muskets and a 
few modern rifles.  But their 
warriors were not properly 
trained in their use.  Most 
Zulus were armed with shields 
and spears called 'assegais'. 
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But they still proved formidable opponents.  They were courageous under fire, manoeuvred with great skill 
and were adept in hand-to-hand combat.  Most of the actions fought during the war hinged on whether 
British firepower could keep the Zulus at bay. 
 
Defeat at Isandlwana 

  
21st May 1879: Chelmsford's column returns to bury the dead from the battle of Isandlwana 

On 22 January 1879 Chelmsford established a temporary camp for his column near Isandlwana, but 
neglected to laager his wagons.  Following intelligence reports that part of the Zulu army was nearby, he 
then led part of his force out to find them, leaving behind a poorly-defended camp. 
 
‘March slowly, attack at dawn and eat up the red soldiers.’ King Cetshwayo's orders to his troops at 
Isandlwana, 1879 
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Over 20,000 Zulus, the main part of Cetshwayo's army, then launched a surprise attack on the camp.  The 
British, fighting in an over-extended line and too far from their ammunition, were swamped by sheer 
weight of numbers and the majority of their 1,700 troops were killed.  Supplies and ammunition were also 
seized. 

 
This belt was worn by a British soldier at Isandlwana. It was later taken from King Cetshwayo who kept it as a war 
trophy. 

 
The Zulus earned their greatest victory of the war and Chelmsford was left no choice but to retreat.  The 
Victorian public was shocked by the news that 'spear-wielding savages' had defeated their army. 
 
22-23 January - Rorke's Drift - After their victory at Islandlwana around 4,000 Zulus pressed on to Rorke’s 
Drift where a small British garrison held them off for 12 hours.  Although a welcome boost to British 
morale, the siege had little effect on the overall campaign. 
 
22-23 January - Nyezane and Eshowe - After Colonel Charles Pearson's right column defeated 6,000 Zulus at 
Nyezane, it occupied Eshowe station, but was then besieged by the Zulus for two months. 
 
31 January - Khambula - Upon hearing news of the defeat at Isandlwana, Colonel Evelyn Wood's left column 
established a fortification near Khambula.  His men were the only effective British force left in Zululand. 
 
11 February - Chelmsford seeks reinforcement - Chelmsford began preparations for a second offensive into 
Zululand.  The same day, news of the defeat at Isandlwana reached London, and reinforcements were 
dispatched to South Africa. 
 
28 March - Hlobane - Chelmsford ordered Wood's column to distract the Zulus with a diversionary attack 
near Hlobane, while he marched to relieve Eshowe.  Wood was forced to retreat, but lured the Zulus back 
towards Khambula where his men had dug-in. 
 
29 March - Battle of Khambula - Wood's column, firing from entrenched positions, repelled over 20,000 
Zulus at Khambula.  Their concentrated fire inflicted around 3,000 Zulu casualties.  As the Zulus fell back, 
their retreat was turned into a rout by the cavalry.  Khambula proved a crushing blow to Zulu morale. 
 
2 April - Gingindlovu - Marching to Pearson's relief, Chelmsford defeated an attack by the Zulus at 
Gingindlovu. 
 
5 April - Relief of Eshowe - Eshowe was evacuated following the arrival of Chelmsford's relief force. By the 
end of the month most of Chelmsford’s men were back in Natal. 
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Politics and peace 
The British government was concerned about the lack of military progress and possible Zulu threats to 
British territory in Natal, so orders were issued for Lord Chelmsford to be replaced by Sir Garnet Wolseley. 
 
The Zulus were aware of Chelmsford's plans for a second invasion and King Cetshwayo sent envoys to 
negotiate peace.  But eager to redeem himself before his replacement arrived, Chelmsford ignored 
Cetshwayo's pleas and invaded again at the end of May 1879.  His reinforced army made steady progress 
despite supply problems and constant skirmishing. 
 

A royal scandal  
The French Prince Imperial, 
Louis-Napoléon, then in exile 
in England, served on Lord 
Chelmsford's staff during the 
war.  He was ambushed and 
killed near Ulundi on 1 June 
1879 after setting out on a 
reconnaissance patrol without 
his full escort.  His body was 
found with 18 spear wounds 
and he had been ritually 
disembowelled. 
Louis-Napoléon's death 
caused an international 
scandal. He had only been 
allowed to go to South Africa 
after the Empress Eugenie and 
Queen Victoria had intervened 
on his behalf, but with the 
proviso that he be kept out of 
danger. 
 
Louis-Napoléon, 1879 

 
 

 

https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/original-bullet-proof-vest
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Victory at Ulundi 

 
On 4 July Chelmsford drew up his 5,000-strong army in a large square opposite Cetshwayo’s capital at 
Ulundi.  Around 20,000 Zulus attacked in their usual fashion.  But faced with Gatling guns and artillery, their 
brave charges soon petered out.  The cavalry then drove the survivors from the field.  Around 6,000 Zulus 
had been slain for the loss of 10 men killed and 87 wounded.  The British were so impressed by the courage 
of their opponents that, most unusually, 
they built a memorial to them at Ulundi 
along with their own. 
 
 ‘Ishilunga' shield taken at Ulundi, 4 July 
1879 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Annexation 
After Ulundi, King Cetshwayo was hunted down and captured.  The Zulu monarchy was suppressed and 
Zululand divided into autonomous areas. 
 

 
Cetshwayo's possessions were seized, and he was sent into exile in Cape Town, and later London. 
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Walking stick used by 
King Cetshwayo, 1879 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Leopard's claw necklace worn by King 
Cetshwayo, 1879 
 
Civil war followed and in 1883, in an 
unsuccessful attempt to restore order, 
the British returned Cetshwayo to his 
throne.  His powers having been greatly 
reduced, he died the following year.  In 
1887 Zululand was declared British 
territory and finally annexed to Natal 
ten years later. 
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Sword Decoration - Blue and Gilt was more expensive than plain acid etching 
Article submitted by Cathey Brimage 

Henry Wilkinson explains the complicated and time consuming method of achieving a perfect blue and gilt 

blade. (extract below from Engines of War-Henry Wilkinson 1841) 

 “The Present method of manufacturing sword blades of the best quality in England is very simple.  The 

steel is made at Sheffield, and sent to the sword cutlers in Birmingham in lengths sufficient to form two 

blades; the best cast steel is employed; each end is then drawn out by forging to half the thickness of the 

bar, leaving a few inches in the centre the original size, each end in its turn serving as a handle to hold it by 

while forging the other; it is afterwards notched and broken in two at the centre, and the tang, which is of 

iron, is welded on to the thick end, by splitting open one end of the tang, or that part which enters the 

handle, and the forging of the blade is completed to the desired pattern; after  which it is hardened by 

passing it backwards and forwards though a large hollow  forge fire until of a bright red heat, when it is 

instantly plunged into a tub of water by cutting movement, edge foremost, which is directly changed to a 

perpendicular one.  The blade in this state is quite brittle, and often very much set or cast sideways; it is 

again passed through the fire until a certain colour or appearance comes on the blade, known only by long 

experience, and it is set as straight as possible, by the eye, in a fork fixed on the anvil, and laid aside to be 

ground and polished, which operation require no description. 

The ornamenting of the blade is performed in various ways; - first by embossing, s it is called; the design is 

drawn on the polished blade with a composition of vermilion and turpentine, or stopping; the fine lines 

intended to represent shading, or engraving, are scratched in with a needle; all those parts intended to 

remain bright being covered with stopping.  The blade is then washed over those parts with diluted nitric 

acid, which, in a few minutes , removes the bright polished surface; and when the whole is washed off with 

water and the stopping removed, the pattern drawn is perfectly bright and the ground a dead white.   

If gilding is desired, the design is faintly scratched in, and then carefully gone over with a fine brush dipped 

in a solution of sulphate of copper.  The copper is immediately precipitated, in its metallic state, on the 

bright surface of the steel.  An amalgam of gold being prepared by dropping fine fold into mercury while 

hot, a portion of this is put into a piece of crape and dabbed over those parts where the copper has been 

precipitated, it adheres to the copper, leaving if of a silvery colour.  The blade is then blued over a charcoal 

fire which effects two purposes at the same time; for the heat , necessary to blue the steel, drives off the 

mercury and leaves the gold only on the surface of the copper, as the amalgam will not adhere to the steel 

at all.  It does not, however, assume the appearance of gold until it has been polished up with putty powder 

and burnished.  The operation finished the ornamental part, unless an admixture of dead white be required 

on the blued ground, in which case the design is traced on the blue with a camel’s hair brush and very 

dilute muriatic acid, which instantly removes it, and the baked is then washed.  The combined effect of 

blue, gold, dead white, and polished steel produces a very pleasing and beautiful appearance, if skilfully 

done, and is the only ornament put on English blades.” 

Blue and gilt blade decoration on officers’ swords was very much in vogue from the 1780’s to around 1815, 

a period which encompasses most 1796 pattern swords, although it did not entirely die out until into the 

1850’s. The decorative motifs were first engraved into the blade. Some, such as the GR cipher (of George 
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III), Royal Arms, various stands of arms, military trophies and foliate patterns are commonly found on most 

officers’ swords and could therefore be considered as standard. The mounted light cavalryman 2 replete 

with tartleton helmet brandishing a sabre is another design commonly found. Other motifs could be unique 

to that particular sword, for example a regimental badge or designation, officer’s initials or crest of arms.  

As the blueing effect was achieved by a heat process and the gilding was applied in the form of an amalgam 

of gold and mercury which was then heated to burn off the mercury leaving the gold affixed to the blade.  It 

was an extremely toxic process and a very hazardous occupation for those blade decorators undertaking it. 
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PIRATES & PISTOLS 
 

Capture of the Pirate, Blackbeard, 1718, by Jean Leon Gerome Ferris.  The battle between Blackbeard the 
Pirate and Lieutenant Maynard in Ocracoke Bay 
 

 
A flintlock blunderbuss pistol also called a dragon pistol.  The blunderbuss was commonly used by pirates. 
 
During The Golden Age of Piracy, pistols and other firearms were everything but perfect, although they 
were used since mid-1400s.  Most of them fired only single shot and it took a long time to reload.  They 
were also very inaccurate and did not have a long rage.  In battles on board it would be impossible to fight 
with gun only. 
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Any successful pirate would carry more than one pistol in addition to some sword or dagger in order to 
survive.  Still guns became an invaluable part of almost every pirate’s tools and every ship battle in the 17th 
and 18th century.  There are many different types of pirate pistols; they can be short enough to fit in 
pocket or long as muskets. 
 
The Flintlock pistol 
This model of pistol is the most used by pirates.  This is generally the typical pistol of the 17th to 18th 
Century based on the flintlock mechanism (replaced matchlock and wheellock technologies).  The Pistol 
proved to be a pretty handy in boarding attacks as pistols could be easily tied to your belt, and some pirate 
could wear a lot of them, like Blackbeard, who had six.  The Flintlock pistol was developed in France in early 
1600s, however its main disadvantage is that it was particularly hard to load. 
 
Multi-barrelled pistol 
This type of pistol usually has between two and four barrels, but each barrel was fired separately.  It was 
also based on the flintlock mechanism.  There were two versions of this model: first and the most common 
version in which each barrel had its own firing mechanism.  However, there were multi-barrelled pistols 
that used only one firing mechanism on two or more rotating barrels.  These Multi-barrelled pistols were 
expensive weapons at the time, and considered the privilege of the richer captains.  Another reason pirates 
did not often use them generally is that these pistols were slow to load and fire and heavy to carry. 

 
Picture Of Edward Low With Pistol And Bowl Of Punch 
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Volley pistol 
Just like multi-barrelled pistols, the volley pistol had more than one barrel.  However, volley pistols fired all 
barrels simultaneously.  Volley pistol were also expensive, and just like any other gun with more than one 
barrel, pretty inaccurate at longer range.  Still, the idea of volley pistol was innovative for its time. 
 
Pocket pistol 
Just as name suggests, the pocket pistol is the smallest pirate weapon.  Just like daggers, pocket pistols 
were a weapon of surprise attack.  They were easily concealed, quickly drawn and could be deadly.  This 
advantage was definitely appreciated by Pirates.  They were single shot weapon based on flintlock 
mechanism. 

 
English flintlock blunderbuss Flintlock Blunderbuss from18th Century. 
 

Multi Barrel Pistols and Volley Guns 
 
Multi Barrel Pistols 
These usually have two barrels either side by side or over and under. (A few rare types have more than two 
barrels.)  Most commonly the two barrels each have their one lock that discharges both barrels at once.  In 
some cases there are two separate locks, one for each barrel, and a few have barrels that are manually 
rotated into firing position.  The size of the multi barrelled pistols is usually limited to Belt or Holster Pistols 
due to weight.  These pistols are made in either Wheellock, Snap Lock, Dog Lock or Flintlock styles. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A side by side pistol with a single lock.  Both barrels fire at once. 
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Over and under barrels with a single lock.  Both barrels fire at once. 

 

A Double Barrel pistol with two locks and triggers.  Barrels can be fired separately or together. 

 

An over under with a single lock but two pans.  The barrels are rotated into position and fired individually. 
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An over under with a single lock but two pans.  The barrels are rotated into position and fired individually. 

The Duck Foot Pistol, or Volley Pistol, usually has three or four barrels all of which fire at once. It is 
favoured for close quarters against multiple opponents. Many ship captains have a brace of Duck Foot 
pistols to confront mutineers or pirates. To keep recoil manageable the Duck Foot fires a small calibre ball, 
30 to 45. These pistols are made in either Snap Lock, Dog Lock or Flintlock styles. 

A common four barrel duck foot design.  All barrels fire at once. 
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A somewhat wider angle 
 

 
With brass lock 
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Some duck foot pistols were enhanced for close combat! 

SUB-RENEWALS 
Renewals are due on the 30th June each year and must be paid by this date to retain membership. 
Individual Membership: $40.00  Family Membership: $60.00 &  Concession membership: $20.00 
The preferred methods of payment of Annual Subs is by Direct Bank Payment or PayPal as below, using 
the following information. 
 
For Direct debit 
Payees Account name:  HERITAGE ARMS SOCIETY OF SA. 
BANK SA 
BSB No: 105-022 
Account No:  110493840 
Description: To include in order of priority: Name Subs Year 
 
Example only: F. Jones Subs 2018 or if long surname: F. Jones-Smith Sub, The priority is your name, so we 
know who has paid.   
PayPal account email address is: Heritage.arms.society@gmail.com 

UPDATE YOUR DETAILS 
Members can assist in verifying details for the membership list by providing the following details: 
 
Surname:……………………………………………..Other Names:………………………………………………………………… 
 
Date of birth:……/……/…….. 
 
Address:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………Post code:……………………………………………………… 
 
Contact Details: Work(……)…………………………….A/Hours:……………………………Mobile: ………………………………… 
 
Email Address:…………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
(Required for the E-Newsletter and member updates) 
 
If you do not have a personal email address we can send the News Letter to a nominated friend or relative 
who can give you access, just provide us with their email address.  
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Meetings and Topics 
Meetings are held on the third Friday of each month at the Eastwood Community Centre, 95 Glen 
Osmond Road Eastwood, commencing at 7.30pm.  All members are reminded and encouraged to 
bring along items for display.  Don’t like the topic categories on the night, no problem, pick your 
own.  * Note: All ammunition, loose or packeted / boxed, must be securely contained to prevent 
handling 
 

Calendar of Topics 
*Note: Display topics will change as required to accommodate member requests 

Next Meeting  GENERAL - Broad field 

of arms. 

SPECIALIST - Types of 

particular interest. 

THEME - Periods, 

places or users.   
General 

September 
Pistols Curiosa,  Multi-purpose 

/Combination 

Zulu Wars 

Anything in 

your 

collecting 

interest. 

You Choose, 

Surprise us 

October Armour Army United Kingdom 

November 
Canons, Ordinance and 

grenades 

Navy American, Wild, Wild 

west 

December 
Christmas supper from 6pm – Please contribute to the communal table – 

some drinks provided.  

January Headgear Cavalry European 

February Powder Horns & Flasks Daggers, Dirks & knives Indian Mutiny  

March Edged Weapons Sport/recreation/target American Civil War 

April Medals and Badges Antiquities Pre 500AD  English Civil War 

May 
Loading tools and 

Accessories 

Police, prison or 

bushranger 

Scottish 

June 

The Indian Raj Items with provenance Seen on screen i.e. 

items seen in film 

and or television. 

July 

Longarms Interesting markings, 

e.g.: patriotic, retailer 

slogans 

Ned Kelly  

August 
Bayonets Presentation / 

ceremonial/ decorated 

Japan  

Red – denotes new or changed topics 
 

Wanted to Buy or Borough 
 
Old copies of Classic Arms & Militaria. 
I am scanning them so I don’t need to keep them, however I am also 
happy to buy back issues if you have any you were thinking of 
moving on.  Please email Cathey Brimage  
Catheyrex@gmail.com 

mailto:Catheyrex@gmail.com

