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Membership Applications 
Members are reminded that you should not sponsor someone for membership unless they are known to 
you personally.  You should also know a reasonable amount of the applicant’s background.  In the case of 
an applicant not having two sponsors, written references can be substituted. 

AGM 

 
 
Remember it’s the AGM on the 18th August 2017. 
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Up and Coming Events 

2017 

12-13 Aug 2017 Greengrass Antique & Modern Arms, Penrith Panthers, Mulgoa Rd., Penrith, 
NSW  Malcolm Gault, 0407 016 420 http://penrithgunshow.com.au 
 

18th August 2017 
 

Heritage Arms Annual General Meeting 

9th & 10th of Sep 2017 Toowoomba GUN MILITARIA & COLLECTABLES SHOW Toowoomba 
showgrounds Glenvale Rd Toowoomba 4350 
 

16- 18 Sept 2017 Maitland 10 Bent Street, Local & Interstate dealers attending Web page: 
www.huntervalleyarmsfair.com 
 

7-8 Oct 2017 Melbourne Arms & Militaria Fair, Westgate Sports & Leisure Complex, Altona 
North  Jeff Pannan 0412 561 243  blackjck@bigpond.net.au 
 

21st & 22nd October 2017 Kevin Tarling’s Antique Arms and Militaria Fair Adelaide.  Greyhound Race 
Track Angle Road, Angle Park SA.  Open Saturday 9am o 5pm and Sunday 9am 
to 3 pm. 

4-5 Nov 2017 Ipswich Showgrounds, Local & Interstate dealers attending Web page: 
www.brisbanegunshow.com.au 

11-12 Nov 2017   Greengrass Antique & Modern Arms, Penrith Panthers, Mulgoa Rd., Penrith, 
NSW   Malcolm Gault, 0407 016 420 http://penrithgunshow.com.au 
 

 
If anyone can provide me with dates and activites for 2018 it will be greatly appreciated, just email 

brimage@optusnet.com.au. 
 

 
A very scarce 17th/18th century plug bayonet with an unusual flamboyant blade. 

  

http://penrithgunshow.com.au/
http://www.huntervalleyarmsfair.com/
mailto:blackjck@bigpond.net.au
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Last Month’s Displays:  
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End of the Samurai:  
 
Stunning portraits of Japan’s warrior class captures men at the height of their power before 19th 
century demise 
 The portraits are thought to have been taken in the late 1860s 
 The Samurai had long been Japan's highest social caste 
 Shortly afterwards, the Samurai was abolished by Emporer Meishi 
 
By Steve Nolan 17 April 2013 
 
They were once Japan's highest social caste, remembered for their fearsome fighting skills and 
immortalized in popular culture since their demise at the end of the 19th century.  But a collection 
of fascinating portraits of real Samurai warriors taken in the decades before reforms saw the 
warrior class abolished and a western-style conscripted military drafted in, give an authentic insight 
into military life in pre-modern Japan.  Some are clad in their distinctive tosei-gusoku, or plated 
armour, while some look slightly less ready for combat in kimono style robes. 

 
Ruling class: A group of samurai warriors in their traditional armour and brandishing bow and 
arrows and swords are pictured in the 19th century. 
 
The Samurai was the highest social caste until it was abolished as part of the Meiji reforms in the 
late 19th century.  But almost all are clutching the Samurai's most famous, and perhaps most 
deadly, weapon - the iconic Samurai sword. 
 
Two of the images depict a group taking part in a ceremonial suicide known as harakiri, part of the 
warrior code which saw Samurai disembowelled to fall with honour rather than be defeated by their 
enemy.  Thought to have been taken in the 1860s, the portraits were made at a time when of great 
change in terms of rule for Japan. 
 
The Edo period had seen the feudal military government the Tokugawa Shogunate rule Japan for 
more than 250 years, and the establishment of a rigid social caste system that would see the 
Samurai placed at the top.   

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/search.html?s=&authornamef=Steve+Nolan
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Armed and deadly: These Samurai are both seen clutching katana, or swords.   
 
But Edo, or modern Tokyo, was about to fall and Emperor Meiji was to sweep to power, spelling 
the beginning of the end for the Samurai, or bushi as they were also known. 
 
The Samurai originated in the Heian period dating back to 710 and in particular campaigns to 
subdue the native Emirishi in the Tohuku region of the northern part of Honshu. 

 
Last hurrah: A group from the Satsuma clan are pictured during the Boshin War in 1868, shortly 
before the demise of the samurai 



Barrels & Blades Ser.3, No 4 - Newsletter 8 | P a g e  

 
Respect: A pair of warriors take part in a traditional samurai ceremony. The samurai were bound 
by a set of Confucian influenced rules that came to be known as bushido 
 
Harakiri, was part of the bushido code which saw warriors disemboweled to fall with honour rather 
than be defeated by their enemy.  During the 15th and 16th centuries there were many warring 
factions, but later wars reduced in number. 
 

 
Doomed: A kneeling samurai warrior understandably looks glum as he is about to take part in a 
ritual suicide ceremony 
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Ritual: A group of samurai pictured taking part in a ceremonial suicide known as harakiri 
 
THE WAY OF THE WARRIOR: TRADITIONS OF THE SAMURAI 
 
Over the centuries they became more and more powerful and eventually became the 'warrior 
nobility' of Japan, making up the ruling class from about the 12th to the 19th century.  The Samurai 
followed a set of Confucian influenced rules that came to be known as bushidō - literally 'the way of 
the warrior'.  The unwritten and unspoken code emphasised frugality, loyalty, martial arts mastery, 
and honor unto death.  But the code also evolved to stress heroic bravery, fierce family pride, and 
selfless, at times senseless devotion of master and man. 
 
The traditions of the Samurai have developed over more than a millennium and are deep routed in 
Japanese society.  Samurai were the military nobility of pre-industrial Japan.  The Samurai 
followed a set of rules that came to be known as bushidō - literally 'the way of the warrior'.  The 
unwritten and unspoken code emphasised frugality, loyalty, martial arts mastery, and honor unto 
death. 
 
But the code also evolved to stress heroic bravery, fierce family pride, and selfless, at times 
senseless devotion of master and man.  The fearsome warriors wore plate armour and a vast array 
of weapons including the bow and arrow, spears, guns, and of course, the Samurai sword. 
 
But as peace seemed to endure during the Edo period, many became teachers, artists or 
bureaucrats as the need for martial skills became less important.  And when Emperor Meiji came 
to power in 1868 he began to abolish the Samurai's powers.  Firstly, he stripped their right to be 
the only armed force in Japan and began to introduce a western style conscripted army from 1873. 
 
One of the pictures in the collection shows some of the Satsuma faction of the Samurai fighting in 
one of its last hurrahsin 1868, the Boshin War - an attempt to return political power to the imperial 
court.  The Samurai became the shizoku, merging with another social class under Meiji reforms 
and the right to wear a katana (sword) was lost along with the power to execute anyone who 
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disrespected them in public.  The name shizoku continued to be a part of Japanese culture until 
the end of World War Two but was outlawed in 1947.  Despite the Samurai making up no more 
than 10 per cent of the Japanese population at its height, its influence is still heavily seen in 
Japanese culture, in particular modern martial arts. 
 
THE ABILITY TO KILL IN ONE SINGLE MOVEMENT - WHY THE SAMURAI FAVOURED THE 
SWORD 
 
The Samurai sword, or katana, is characterized by its distinctive appearance: a curved, slender, 
single-edged blade with a circular or squared guard and long grip to accommodate two hands.   It 
has historically been associated with the Samurai of feudal Japan and has become renowned for 
its sharpness and strength.  The sword dates back until before 900ad and is said to have 
increased in popularity among Samurai because of a change in the nature of close combat. 

 
Traditional: A samurai sword 
 
The katana, worn in a form of sash known as an obi, and the blade of the sword facing upwards, 
meant that in theory a warrior could arm himself and strike an opponent in one single, swift 
movement.  A quick response to an attack often meant the difference between life and death. 
 
The swords, which are traditionally around 70cm in length, are traditionally made from a form of 
specialised Japanes steel called Tamahagane.  The steel is created using a smelting process that 
results in several levels of different carbon concentrations.  Polishing the blade of the katana takes 
between one and three weeks. 
 
Production of the swords was banned in 1945 but began again under restrictions in 1953. 
 
Read more: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2310033/End-Samurai-Stunning-portraits-
Japan-s-warrior-class-captures-men-height-power-19th-century-demise.html#ixzz4niHYVjEa 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2310033/End-Samurai-Stunning-portraits-Japan-s-warrior-class-captures-men-height-power-19th-century-demise.html#ixzz4niHYVjEa
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2310033/End-Samurai-Stunning-portraits-Japan-s-warrior-class-captures-men-height-power-19th-century-demise.html#ixzz4niHYVjEa
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The Naval Medals of England and most particularly during the Reign of George III 
By Sim Comfort 
 
Sim Comfort has built up a wonderfully eclectic treasure trove of coins, medals, paintings, swords and other 
naval items over many decades.  He’s written and published a number of very fine books on the weapons 
and memorabilia of the Age of Sail (and is currently working on one on the Davison medals, to be published 
in 2017). 
 
I think it is fair to say that the British series the naval medal began with the defeat of the Spanish Armada in 
1588.  Although it was Drake, Howard and Hawkins with their intrepid sea captains who doggedly attacked 
and weakened the great Spanish Armada, led by the Duke of Medina-Sidonia, it was a series of fierce gales 
that in the end dispersed the enemy fleet. 

The Dangers Averted Medal, England’s first naval award 
medal 
 
The Dangers Averted medal of 1589 which is attributed to 
Nicolas Hilliard (1537-1619), and found in gold, silver and 
copper was a cast and chased medal and has to be 
England’s first naval award medal, although the 
distribution was not exclusive to men of the sea.  Previous 
to the Armada, Queen Elizabeth showed her favour to men 
who had provided an important service with the gift of a 
miniature portrait of herself or a valuable jewel.  This 
practice was both costly and always took time for the 
miniature to be painted or the jewel to be manufactured.  
The introduction of the cast and chased or struck medal 
substantially reduced cost and speeded up availability of 
the gift. 
 
It was at Tilbury on 9 August 1588 where Elizabeth 

addressed her troops who were to defend her realm against the threat of a Spanish invasion.  She wore half 
armour to show that she was willing to fight.  Her words caught the moment: ‘I know I have the body but of 
a weak and feeble woman, but I have the heart and stomach of a king and a king of England too – and think 
foul scorn that Parma or any prince of Europe should dare to invade the borders of my realm.’ 
 
Elizabeth continued to say, ‘I know that already for your forwardness you have deserved rewards and 
crowns, and I assure you in the word of a prince you shall not fail of them.’  I think that it is with this 
promise to all who were before her, that she decided that if victory for her prevailed, that she would 
indeed reward those, whatever rank they may be, who brought that victory to being. 
 
That the medal is ascribed to Hilliard is most fitting as he was Elizabeth’s principal miniaturist.  The reverse 
features the bay tree which was believed to ward off lighting and disease.  The style of the Dangers Averted 
medal is as distinctively English as noted by Roy Strong in his two works regarding the English icon.  That 
the medal is found in gold, silver and bronze makes me think that Elizabeth established the standard of 
distribution which appears to reflect the station of the recipient and was followed for the next 200 years or 
more.  This bronze example (pictured) has undoubtedly been worn and served as a touch piece for many 
years.  The medal was almost certainly awarded to a brave petty officer or seaman. 
 
It is also important to note that with Elizabeth, the whole nature of England changed in that she would not 
involve her realm in Continental wars but would look at her domain as the sea and that it would be from 
the sea that England would gain her wealth through trade but also her protection with her sailors and fleet. 
 
And so it was that with Elizabeth I the practice of awarding naval medals commenced, but it wasn’t always 
maintained by her successors.  James I didn’t really distribute naval medals, however Charles I did and then 

https://julianstockwinblog.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/dangers-averted.jpg
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Cromwell during the Commonwealth and during the reign of Charles II; fine naval medals were created, 
particularly to recognise achievement during the four great Dutch Wars.  During this time, the Dutch too 
created astonishing naval medals to record the victories of Trump and de Ruyter.  William and Mary also 
produced some very fine naval medals, but then with the reign of Queen Anne and the early Georges, the 
tradition largely lapsed. 
 
It was King George III who brought it back and in a fashion which not only meant medals were awarded by 
the King, but inspired private individuals, who took it upon themselves to also recognise achievements at 
sea by awarding naval medals.  Following Admiral Earl Howe’s defeat of the French fleet on the Glorious 1st 
of June, 1794 when Howe’s flagship, Queen Charlotte, arrived in Portsmouth, the King came on board and 
presented Howe with a long gold chain as a mark of achievement.  The King then ordered that large gold 
medals, that would be suspended by a blue and white ribbon from the neck, be granted to victorious flag 
officers.  A small gold medal, also suspended from a blue and white ribbon and worn at the uniform 
buttonhole, was awarded to victorious captains. 
 
Although this practice was greatly admired by the recipient officers, it was also fraught with problems, 
particularly as Howe nominated only certain of his captains of his fleet to receive the naval small gold 
medal.  Those he didn’t select were left with the taint of ‘lack of zeal.’  Another facet for discontent was the 
view to save money by being restrictive in terms of who qualified for a naval gold medal.  An example being 
that Captain Hardy of the brig Mutine at the Nile, received no medal because Mutine wasn’t a ship of the 
line.  Lieutenant Cuthbert of Majestic, who fought the ship right through the night at the Nile following the 
death of his captain, George Westcott in the first 15 minutes of the action, and probably accounted for 
more enemy ships than any other at the Nile, didn’t receive the medal because Cuthbert wasn’t a captain. 
 
Captain Hardy’s Small Gold Trafalgar Medal 
Captain Hardy’s Trafalgar naval small gold was auctioned by Christie’s in 2005 and 
made over £260,000. 
 
The situation was also made difficult because the government was involved with the 
decision as to who would receive a medal.  Nelson and his captains received no medal 
for their victory at Copenhagen in 1801 and Gambier also received no medal for 
himself or his captains when Copenhagen was again attacked in 1807.  As Nelson 
mentioned, ‘our brothers the Danes’, reflected accurately on the national sentiment.  
The Danish actions were necessary, but not to be celebrated.   
 
Although several English medallists during the period 1793 – 1815 produced naval medals as commercial 
ventures to sell to both the collecting public and to officers and men from returning victorious fleets, there 
are two very important private ventures from the period which weren’t based on commercial gain, but just 
as a mark of respect to Britain’s brave seamen. 
 

Boulton Trafalgar Medal 
 
Alexander Davison was a very important personal 
friend of Nelson’s and was the prize agent for 
Nelson’s fleet at the victory at the Nile, 1 August 
1798.  Such was Nelson’s success, and one that many 
today consider this his finest victory even eclipsing 
Trafalgar, that Davison asked Matthew Boulton to 
produce a medal in gold to go to Nelson and his 

captains, in silver to his senior ship’s officers, bronze gilt to petty officers and bronze for the men.   
 
A fine bronze gilt Davison Nile medal that has been engraved, cased and glazed will bring between £3,000 
and £5,000 in auction.  Nelson was thrilled by this gesture and kept a supply of bronze medals with him 
which he presented as a token of regard during his subsequent travels.  Some of the men of the Nile, 

https://julianstockwinblog.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/x1024-hardy-trafalgar.jpg
https://julianstockwinblog.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/x1024-boulton-trafalgar.jpg
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having seen how good the gilt examples looked, had their medals gilded and named and these medals are 
now highly sought after by collectors. 
 
Davison used the Crown’s scheme for distribution of his medal, so the captain and men of the brig Mutine 
didn’t receive the medal.  One remembers that when the Davison gold medals for captains arrived with 
Nelson to distribute, Hardy was with Nelson and Nelson gave to Hardy the medal intended for Captain 
Westcott of Majestic ‘because he won’t be needing it now!’ said Nelson of the dead Westcott.  The gold 
Westcott / Hardy medal was auctioned by Christie’s in 2005 and made over £80,000. 
 
Matthew Boulton was himself struck by the generosity of Davison and with the victory of Nelson’s fleet at 
Trafalgar, had a medal in tin struck at his own expense and distributed to the men before the mast.  
Boulton’s reckoning was that the officers would receive sufficient rewards; it was the men who needed 
special attention.  His gift wasn’t always received well though as the men thought their tin medals inferior 
to the bronze medals of the Nile, and some threw them overboard.  Having said that, many men fully 
appreciated the importance of the gift and had their medals engraved, cased and glazed and when found 
today, fetch between £3,000 to £5,000. 
 
There is also a large tin medal which is believed to have been presented by Davison to just the men of 
Victory.  Nothing certain is known, but today it is generally attributed to Davison and the medal fetches 
between £2,000 and £3,000 in auction.  Although both the Davison Nile and Boulton Trafalgar medals are 
deemed ‘unofficial’ awards, they both gained the approval from the King and the Admiralty for their 
distribution to the men of the victorious fleets. Nelson’s effigy in Westminster Abbey shows the admiral 
wearing a bronze gilt Davison Nile medal. 
 

Naval General Service Medal 
 
There followed in 1848 the first Naval General Service Medal which was 
again fraught with difficulties.  The general feeling was that the Crown 
should recognise the efforts made by the officers and men who fought at sea 
during the two great French wars.  The same concern went to the Army.  As a 
result the NGS and MGS were awarded to men still alive in 1848, who could 
prove that they took part in a naval or military victory. 
 
If one considers that nearly 20,000 men fought at Trafalgar and only 1,250 
NGS medals were awarded with the Trafalgar clasp, one can imagine the 
discontent felt by many families. Further, for an action to be recognised, an 
officer had to have been promoted because of the action, which left many 
fine actions without recognition. Although Nelson’s victory at Copenhagen in 
1801 was recognised with a clasp, Gambier’s in 1807 wasn’t. And worst of all 
– Admiral Sir George Cockburn, who had been First Sea Lord in the 1840s; his 
capture of Washington was not recognised, and Cockburn was not at all 
pleased because this was the capture of the only enemy capital during the 
long wars, but again politics meant that one shouldn’t celebrate such a 
victory over the Americans. 
 
Today, an NGS with Trafalgar clasp will easily make £5,000 in auction, and medals with rare clasps may 
fetch four or five times that amount.  One should also mention the establishment of the Lloyd’s Patriotic 
Fund in 1803 which awarded swords and vases of honour to such men as they deemed worthy. Perhaps 
more important was the care and support of the wounded and the provision of annuities to the 
dependants of seamen killed during the Napoleonic War. The fund still exists and continues to support men 
and women casualties while serving with Her Majesty’s Forces. 
Image credits: 
Dangers Averted, Boulton Trafalgar: Sim Comfort Collection 
NGS, Hardy’s Trafalgar medal: Christie’s auction house, London 

https://julianstockwinblog.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/x1024-ngs.jpg
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From the South Australian Advertiser, p.2 (500) col.g – p.3 (501) col.a; 27 November 1860 
Article submitted by Tony Harris IX –MISCELLANEOUS. A VISIT TO THE ARMOURY 
 
On Saturday last we paid a visit to the building occupied as an armoury at the Mounted Police Barracks on 
North Terrace; and as so much enthusiasm exists in reference to our means of defence, it may not be out of 
place if we attempt a short description of what we there witnessed.  On entering the building the first 
feeling which impresses the casual visitor is one of surprise at the imposing array of cavalry sabres, with 
bright gleaming scabbards, which suddenly meets his eye; about 900 of these weapons being placed in 
racks surrounding the room, while from the roof depend as many buff leather sword-belts with brass 
furniture.  The whole of this armament of steel is kept in the very first order, and would, of course, be 
ready for service at a moment’s notice.  Besides the cavalry sabres the walls of the armoury, wherever 
there is a blank, are garnished with stars formed of weapons of more ancient appearance, principally 
scimitar-looking blades, which, at some remote period, we are informed, have constituted a portion of the 
equipment of our British “drummer boys”.  Pistols, also of antique manufacture, are arranged about the 
walls, and in the midst of this warlike array sits our worthy Armourer Sergeant. 
 
Introduced to this gentleman we are invited to inspect the mechanical department, storerooms, and 
gunsheds, and in these it is that our principal munitions of war are deposited.  In the store, besides 
suspicious-looking cases, we find several large chests, which we are informed contain 500 muskets of the 
old Brown Bess pattern, and 125 fusees, all complete with accoutrements and ready for service when 
required. Besides those packages there is little else in the storeroom to attract attention, and we, 
therefore, proceed to the workshop. 
 
There we are surrounded by a collection of combustible materiel, which, to say the least of it, would 
suggest reflections anything but comfortable to a nervous visitor.  On each side of the door stands a mortar 
24⅝ inch, with bed and quoins complete; and just beyond is a large pile of carcases for 24lb. shells.  A large 
bench opposite the door sustains the armourer’s tools; a collection of implements which, to the 
uninitiated, appears but of little use or value.  Besides the ordinary apparatus of anvils, vice, hammers &c., 
&c., there are large cone-borers for fuses, portfires, common and spring spikes for cannon, curious-looking 
pieces of iron with curved points for scraping out shell carcases, fuse pinchers, cartridge measures, and 
bullets and caps of all sorts and sizes.  There is also a lot of articles very much like high wooden popguns, 
but which are used in the construction of rockets, blue lights, &c. Then there are barrels of cartridges, and 
cases of shot, shell, and canister.  There are piles of 9lb shot and 6lb shot, 9lb canister and 6lb canister, 12lb 
howitzer canister and 24lb howitzer canister; there are kegs of rockets and fuses, and tin cases of 
percussion caps, and vent tubes, common copper tubes, quill tubes and friction tubes, and common 
portfires.  Then there are coils of slow match and hoses of quick match and lines of spare rammer heads 
and sponges. Besides all this there is a complete field equipment – cavalry buckets, field buckets, shovels, 
picks, cartridge pouches for artillery, and a capital supply of common and trail handspikes; there are also 
eight sets of artillery harness. 
 
Among the numerous cases stored in this department we discovered what we may properly term a relic of 
former days – it is a square box, labelled for 1,000 pistol cartridges, and bearing the name of ‘Buffalo, 
December, 1835’.  Doubtless this was one of the old Buffalo’s lockers, and was very probably forgotten 
when that vessel left her anchorage at the back of Government House (author’s italics) where, as those of 
our readers who are acquainted with the early efforts at high art made in South Australia, was depicted as 
riding AD 1838.  From the workshop the visitor enters the gun-shed, and here we find six pieces of field 
artillery. It is sufficient, however, to state briefly that in this department, as in all others, everything is in 
first rate order, and great credit is due to the Sergeant-Armourer (Mr. Downie) for the manner in which the 
arms are kept.  The number of cannon available for the defence of the colony is 10 pieces, which may be 
described as follows:- 
  2  2½-lb howitzers 
  4 12-lb      ditto 
  2   9-lb   field guns 
  4   6-lb        do. 
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This armament is, of course, complete with limber and ammunition wagons. One 12-lb howitzer, one 9-lb 
field gun, and one 6-lb field gun are at present stationed at Port Adelaide. 
 
The Adelaide Armoury, post-1858.   
(© Vintage Adelaide, Peter Fischer 
/ Kay Hannaford Seamark, 1989) 
 

As a follow-up to this very 
interesting contemporary 
account I indulged in a little 
more research and investigated 
the Edwards Report on the 
redevelopment of the SA 
Museum precinct, prepared by 
the (then) Public Buildings 
Department in 1980.  A 
Heritage Study within the 
report tells us that: ‘The 
Armoury building was designed 
by the Colonial Architect…in 
1853 as a single-storey hall with 
two-storey symmetrical wings 
to the east and west and linked by a single storey orderly rooms. Between 1855-57, stands for arms were 
fitted up, and by 1858 a second storey was added with the double flight of stone steps…’ that we see on 
the northern side of the Armoury building today. 
 

 

 
Group of mounted and senior police constables at the Police barracks, North Terrace 1901 
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PRESENTATION SWORD TO LORD COLLINGWOOD 
City of London gold presentation small-sword of Vice Admiral Lord Collingwood British, London, dated 
1806/7 X.909 
 
Among the gifts Collingwood received from a thankful nation for his role at Trafalgar was a sword from the 
City of London.  The sword is now in the collection of the Royal Armouries.  The presentation small-sword 
was made for him in 1806-7 but as Collingwood never returned home after Trafalgar he never received it.  
Instead it was presented to his wife after his death in 1810. 
 
By the later 18th century civilians no longer regularly wore swords or used them as weapons.  The small-
sword had become a piece of costume jewellery with the hilt and often the upper part of the blade being 
lavishly decorated.  It was worn only with court dress or by officers in dress uniform.  Most remarkable 
among such rich swords were those presented to distinguished officers in recognition of their services by 
some grateful corporation or assembly, such as the one made for Collingwood.  It has an 18-carat gold hilt, 
with plaques on the grip enamelled with the arms of Lord Collingwood and the arms of the City of London, 
each surrounded by small diamonds. 
 
The sword is also decorated with 
anchors and laurel wreaths and the 
knuckle-guard is inscribed in letters 
set with diamonds against a dark 
blue enamel ground. They read 
‘ENGLAND EXPECTS EVERY MAN TO 
DO HIS DUTY’ on the outside, and 
‘TRAFALGAR’ on the inside.  The 
inscription varies from Nelson’s 
signal at Trafalgar which was 
‘England expects that every man 
will do his duty’. The signal is often 
misquoted as a number of British 
ships recorded the wording in their 
logs as ‘England expects every man 
to do his duty’, as is inscribed on 
this sword and also on Nelson’s 
Column in Trafalgar Square. 
 
The sword is also engraved with the 
following: ‘Presented by the 
Corporation of the City of London 
pursuant to a Vote of Common 
Council Pafsed on the 26th Nov. 
1805. The Right Hon. James Shaw 
Mayor to Vice Admiral Lord 
Collingwood for the brilliant & 
decisive Victory obtained by his 
Majesty’s Fleet under his Command 
(upon whom it devolv’d upon the 
ever to be lamented Death of Vice 
Admiral Lord Viscount Nelson) over 
the combined Fleets of France & 
Spain, off Cape Trafalgar, on the 
21st October 1805. Thereby 
affording to the World at large an 
additional & lasting proof of British Valour.’ 
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The sword was made by the leading craftsmen, John Ray and James Montague, ‘Goldworkers’, of 22 
Denmark Street, Soho, London. They made 29 such swords, recorded as ‘many of the finest swords ever 
made in London’, before the company was dissolved in 1821.  The City of London paid the retailer of this 
sword £211.05. The sword was £210.00 and the £1.05 difference was to cover the search at the ‘Heralds 
College’ for Collingwood’s arms. 
 
Collingwood’s sword was passed down through his family until it was sold in 1899.  It was purchased by 
Lady Meux who later sold it at a Red Cross Sale during the First World War.  It was later bequeathed by Sir 
Bernard Eckstein to the Royal Armouries in 1948.   
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SUB-RENEWALS 
 
Renewals are due on the 30th June each year and must be paid by this date to retain membership. 
 
Individual Membership: $40.00  Family Membership: $60.00 &  Concession membership: $20.00 
 

UPDATE YOUR DETAILS 
 
Members can assist in verifying details for the membership list by providing the following details: 
 
Surname:……………………………………………..Other Names:………………………………………………………………… 
 
Date of birth:……/……/…….. 
 
Address:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………Post code:……………………………………………………… 
 
Contact Details: Work(……)…………………………….A/Hours:……………………………Mobile: ………………………………… 
 
Email Address:…………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
(Required for Magazine and member updates) 
 
If you do not have a personal email address we can send the News Letter to a nominated friend or relative 
who can give you access, just provide us with their email address. 

 
A plug in bayonet dating: late 18th Century 
provenance: Spain Strong, triangular blade, 
engraved and gilt on blue ground with trophies and 
floral motifs, marked "A.K." at the baser; iron quilt 
and pommel; wooden and bone grip; leather 
scabbard with iron mounts. dimensions: length 42.5 
cm. 
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Meetings and Topics 
 
Meetings are held on the third Friday of each month at the Eastwood Community Centre, 95 Glen 
Osmond Road Eastwood, commencing at 7.30pm.  All members are reminded and encouraged to 
bring along items for display.  Don’t like the topic categories on the night, no problem, pick your 
own. 
 
* Note: All ammunition, loose or packeted / boxed, must be securely contained to prevent handling 

 
Newsletter contributions are welcomed, including items members wish to buy and/or sell.  To 
submit material for Barrels & Blades please email Brimage@optusnet.com.au 
 

Calendar of Topics 
*Note: Display topics will change as required to accommodate member requests 

Next Meeting  GENERAL - Broad field 

of arms. 

SPECIALIST - Types of 

particular interest. 

THEME - Periods, 

places or users.   
General 

August 
Bayonets Presentation / 

ceremonial/ decorated 

Japan 

Anything in 

your 

collecting 

interest. 

You Choose, 

Surprise us 

September 
Pistols Curiosa,  Multi-purpose 

/Combination 

Zulu Wars 

October Armour Army United Kingdom 

November 
Canons, Ordinance and 

grenades 

Navy American, Wild, Wild 

west 

December 
Christmas supper from 6pm – Please contribute to the communal table – 

some drinks provided.  

January Headgear Cavalry European 

February Powder Horns & Flasks Daggers, Dirks & knives Indian Mutiny  

March Edged Weapons Sport/recreation/target American Civil War 

April Medals and Badges Antiquities Pre 500AD  English Civil War 

May 
Loading tools and 

Accessories 

Police, prison or 

bushranger 

Scottish 

June 

The Indian Raj Items with provenance Seen on screen i.e. 

items seen in film 

and or television. 

July 

Longarms Interesting markings, 

eg: patriotic, retailer 

slogans 

Ned Kelly  

Red – denotes new or changed topics 
  

mailto:Brimage@optusnet.com.au
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HERITAGE ARMS SOCIETY INC 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
 

Please complete details below and forward with attachments to: 
The Secretary - Dennis Dale 
PO Box 9 YACKA  SA  5470 

 

I (Full Name) ………………………………………………………………………………………………..… 
 

of (Address)………………………………………………………………………………………...…………. 
 

in the state of ……………………………………………...……………..……(Post Code)……....……….. 
 

Contact details: Home phone::…………………………………Work………….….…………….......……. 
 

Mobile……………………………Email:………………………….………………………..………………… 
 

My collecting interests are :…………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..… 

and I hereby apply to become a Member of Heritage Arms Society Inc., and agree to comply with 

and be bound by the Constitution of the said Society. 
 

Signature :………………………………………………………… (date)………./………/……… 
 

If you are a resident of South Australia, please note the following from SA POLICE Firearms 
Branch:  
 

Collectors who do not collect licensed firearms 
 The applicant will require a letter of clearance from Registrar within preceding 21 days (this will be 

arranged for you upon receipt of your application at no cost) OR a current firearms licence with 
class and purpose of use already endorsed, (changing clubs).   

 Applicants must produce 2 references to the club, signed within the last 21 days advising of good 
character and suitable for membership. 

Collectors who collect or intend to collect licensed firearms 

 The applicant will require a current firearms licence with class and purpose of use already endorsed, 
(changing clubs) or Potential new members, should apply at their local Police Station for a firearms 
licence or variation prior to commencing any training.  The subsequent training letter from Firearms 
Branch will include a sentence saying person is fit and proper which will comply with the need to have a 
clearance letter from the registrar. 

 Applicants must produce 2 references to the club, signed within the last 21 days advising of good 
character and suitable for membership. 

 Firearms instructors must sight a clearance letter issued by Firearms Branch prior to starting any training 
courses.  

 On completion of the appropriate training, the instructor / club secretary must forward a notification sheet 
(PD314) to Firearms Branch.  

 

Applicant to complete the following: 
 

Application Fee ($10.00) attached:      
 

Two written character references with contact details, signed within the last 21 days attached:    
 

Current Licence:   Firearms:           Collectors:             Number:                      Classes:……………… 
 

The Police may require training before issuing a licence.  If you have no need for a licence, clearance 

is still required. 

Heritage Arms Use – both referees contacted by  …………………………..…………on (date/s)……………… 

Contents verified                           Signature ……………………….………………… date ……………………… 

  

 

 


