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Contents of this publication are Copyright (2015), and belong to the Heritage Arms Society of South 

Australia Incorporated.  If you wish to reproduce or copy any item please obtain permission from the above 

Association via P.O. Box 552 Eastwood, SA 5063.  Items submitted for publication need to have the author 

and reference (s) or source quoted 

The Association Email Address is: heritage.arms.society@gmail.com 

Webpage: https://heritagearmssa.com/ 

Find us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Heritage-Arms-Society-Inc-SA-177334176125163/ 

Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/heritage.arms.society/ 

Membership Applications 
Members are reminded that you should not sponsor someone for membership unless they are known to 
you personally.  You should also know a reasonable amount of the applicant’s background.  In the case of 
an applicant not having two sponsors, written references can be substituted. 

Editorial 
Great News, our Webpage is beginning to take shape, however as we have control of the content and 
design it will continue to evolve.  With this in mind please feel free to provide improvement ideas and/or 
pictures from your collection to be included in our rotating gallery page. 
 
Moving forward all club forms and documents will be available for download on our Website.  I am 
currently looking to update the 2018 Calendar of events so if you have any details of Arms or Militaria 
activities booked for 2018 please send them to me. 
 
Please feel free to email articles etc. to me directly at Brimage@optusnet.com.au 
 
Cheers Cathey Brimage  

mailto:heritage.arms.society@gmail.com
https://heritagearmssa.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Heritage-Arms-Society-Inc-SA-177334176125163/
https://www.instagram.com/heritage.arms.society/
mailto:Brimage@optusnet.com.au
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A message from your President 
 
It’s been interesting serving as the president for the last year.  Times are changing and it has become 

apparent that the club must change with them.  We’ve started this process by increasing our online 

presence with a website, Facebook and Instagram.  With these new tools our club administration will 

become easier and more efficient.  They have also made it easy to connect with other likeminded people.  

Our next goal must be to promote collecting to the wider local community and grow our membership 

considerably in the next twelve months.  With new regulations and harsher public opinions instinct tells us 

to run and hide but that’s the wrong way to go.  There are many more like minded people in the 

community who enjoy and value heritage arms.  We just need to find them and recruit them to our ranks. 

Outside of the club I have met fencing masters who have been awed by entry level swords and video game 

enthusiasts who have had their eyes opened by simply picking up a solid resin reproduction handgun.  

There are many groups that would be interested in our items and what we have to say about them.  To 

survive, I believe that every member of your committee must be prepared to put in the work to actively 

pursue opportunities to recruit new members and promote collecting. 

If you’re interested in sharing the work to see how far we can spread the joy of antique arms please get 

involved and join the committee.  We need a diverse range of ideas about how we can promote, procure 

and protect our rich history. 

It has been a pleasure serving as president and if you’d like me to come back, I’d be happy to return.  

Best regards 

From Will Rosenthal 

 
July Meeting Guest Speaker Graham Tweedale 
 
Graham is a long time collector of Australian (and particularly South Australian) arms and associated 
accoutrements.  His knowledge, particularly in relation to firearms is almost unsurpassed here in his home 
State and his opinion is often sought by fellow collectors throughout Australia.  He has also contributed to 
publications across the globe. 
 
Over the past ten years Graham has represented fellow collectors in meetings with relevant State 
Government Ministers and members of SAPOL.  He is also much involved with the Combined Firearms 
Council here in South Australia, the President of the Antique and Historical Arms Association of South 
Australia and a member of the Military Arms Preservation Society. 
 
Graham has spent countless hours preparing submissions, meeting with numerous firearms owners and in 
partnership with the Firearms Council attended a considerable number of Government organised meetings 
to argue on behalf of all firearms owners for better laws within South Australia.  He and the mentioned 
Council have gained many concessions which would not have been achieved without knowing the subject 
and showing the errors in much proposed legislation. 
 
Graham has kindly agreed to give up his time to attend our July meeting to explain some of the implications 
of the new Firearms Legislation which was enacted on July 1st this year. 
 
Please attend as your privilege to possess arms will depend on knowing what you may or may not do, 
particularly in relation to the security of such weapons.  Future possession of weapons in our hands 
depends on our knowledge of various laws. 
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Up and Coming Events 

2017 

12-13 Aug 2017 Greengrass Antique & Modern Arms, Penrith Panthers, Mulgoa Rd., Penrith, 
NSW  Malcolm Gault, 0407 016 420 http://penrithgunshow.com.au 
 

18th August 2017 
 

Heritage Arms Annual General Meeting 

9th & 10th of Sep 2017 Toowoomba GUN MILITARIA & COLLECTABLES SHOW Toowoomba 
showgrounds Glenvale Rd Toowoomba 4350 
 

16- 18 Sept 2017 Maitland 10 Bent Street, Local & Interstate dealers attending Web page: 
www.huntervalleyarmsfair.com 
 

7-8 Oct 2017 Melbourne Arms & Militaria Fair, Westgate Sports & Leisure Complex, Altona 
North  Jeff Pannan 0412 561 243  blackjck@bigpond.net.au 
 

21st & 22nd October 2017 Kevin Tarling’s Antique Arms and Militaria Fair Adelaide.  Greyhound Race 
Track Angle Road, Angle Park SA.  Open Saturday 9am o 5pm and Sunday 9am 
to 3 pm. 

4-5 Nov 2017 Ipswich Showgrounds, Local & Interstate dealers attending Web page: 
www.brisbanegunshow.com.au 

11-12 Nov 2017   Greengrass Antique & Modern Arms, Penrith Panthers, Mulgoa Rd., Penrith, 
NSW   Malcolm Gault, 0407 016 420 http://penrithgunshow.com.au 
 

 
18th century German combined flintlock pistol & cutlery set that could shoot out of brass 
handles of the knife & fork 

  

http://penrithgunshow.com.au/
http://www.huntervalleyarmsfair.com/
mailto:blackjck@bigpond.net.au
http://penrithgunshow.com.au/
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Last Month’s Displays:  
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Imperial German Presentation Sword displayed in May by Otto 
 
This sword is the De luxe version of the Imperial 

German 1889 Pattern Officers Sword , presented by 

Hans von Sodenstern to his friend Paul Hausser on his 

departure to train the Bavarian Army in air 

reconnaissance at the outbreak of World War one . 

Hausser was born on 7 October 1880 in Brandenburg 

an der Havel into a Prussian military family and 

entered the army in 1892.  In 1899, he graduated 

from a cadet academy and was commissioned as a 

lieutenant in the 155th (7th West Prussian) Infantry 

Regiment.  Hausser graduated from the Prussian 

Military Academy in Berlin in 1911.   

During World War I he served in the German 

General Staff and in staff roles on the Eastern 

Front, primarily serving with the 109th Infantry 

Division between 1916 and 1918.  He was 

promoted to major in 1918 and was retained in 

the postwar Reichswehr, reaching the rank of 

Oberst (colonel) by 1927.  

After the war Hans von Sodenstern became a 

famous writer and Paul Hausser went on to serve 

in World War 2 when he became the Supreme 

General of the Waffen SS (SS-controlled field 

armies).  

 
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brandenburg_an_der_Havel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brandenburg_an_der_Havel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prussian_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prussian_Military_Academy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prussian_Military_Academy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berlin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_General_Staff
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_General_Staff
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Front_(World_War_I)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Front_(World_War_I)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/109th_Infantry_Division_(German_Empire)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/109th_Infantry_Division_(German_Empire)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reichswehr
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oberst
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Kelly, Edward (Ned) (1855–1880)  
by John V. Barry 

This article was published in Australian Dictionary of Biography, Volume 5, (MUP), 1974 

 

Edward (Ned) Kelly (1855-1880), bushranger, was born 

in June 1855 at Beveridge, Victoria, the eldest son of 

John (Red) Kelly and his wife Ellen, née Quinn. His 

father was born in Tipperary, Ireland, in 1820 and 

sentenced in 1841 to seven years' transportation for 

stealing two pigs. He arrived in Van Diemen's Land in 

1842. When his sentence expired in 1848 he went to 

the Port Phillip District, where on 18 November 1850 

he married Ellen, the eighteen-year-old daughter of 

James and Mary Quinn; they had five daughters and 

three sons. 

 

Ned attended school at Avenel until his father died on 

27 December 1866. Left indigent, the widow and 

children moved to a hut at Eleven Mile Creek, about 

half-way between Greta and Glenrowan in northern 

Victoria, where James Quinn had taken up a cattle run 

of 25,000 acres (10,117 ha) of poor country in 1862. 

Well known in the district, the Quinns and two Lloyd 

brothers, who had married into the family, were 

suspected by the police in connection with thefts of 

horses and cattle. In 1869 Ned was arrested for alleged 

assault on a Chinaman and held for ten days on 

remand but the charge was dismissed. Next year he 

was arrested and held in custody for seven weeks as a suspected accomplice of the bushranger, Harry 

Power, but again the charge was dismissed. 

 

In 1870 Kelly was convicted of summary offences and imprisoned for six months. Soon after release he was 

sentenced to three years' imprisonment for receiving a mare knowing it to have been stolen. In 1874 he 

was discharged from prison and his mother married George King. Kelly worked for two years at timber-

getting but in 1876 joined his stepfather in stealing horses. 

 

The Kelly family saw themselves as victims of police persecution, but as they grew up the boys were 

probably privy to the organized thefts of horses and cattle for which the district was notorious. Ned's 

younger brother, James (b.1858), was sentenced to five years' imprisonment for cattle stealing in 1873; 

released in 1877 he went to Wagga Wagga where he was sentenced to ten years' imprisonment for stealing 

horses. He lived respectably after his release from gaol and died in 1946. His mother, always known as Mrs 

Kelly despite her second marriage, died in 1923. The third brother, Dan (1861-1880), had been sentenced 

to three months' imprisonment in 1877 for damaging property, and soon after his release in 1878 a warrant 

was issued for his arrest for stealing horses. 

 

On 15 April a police trooper named Fitzpatrick went to Mrs Kelly's home, allegedly to arrest Dan. 

Fitzpatrick, a worthless and unreliable fellow, claimed that Ned Kelly shot him; although Ned was possibly 

not there, the true facts have never been satisfactorily established. Dan went into hiding; Mrs Kelly, her 

son-in-law, William Skillion, and a neighbour, William Williamson, were arrested and charged with aiding 

and abetting the attempted murder of Fitzpatrick. In October they were tried at Beechworth and convicted. 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biographies/author/?author=335
http://adb.anu.edu.au/about-us/
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/kelly-ellen-13021
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/power-henry-4412
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/power-henry-4412
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The judge, Sir Redmond Barry, sentenced her to imprisonment for three years and the two males for six. 

Rewards of £100 were offered for the apprehension of Ned and Dan Kelly, who went into hiding in the 

Wombat Ranges near Mansfield. They were joined by Joe Byrne (b.1857) from Beechworth, and Steve Hart 

(b.1860), a daring horseman from Wangaratta. 

 

Soon afterwards Sergeant Kennedy and Constables Lonigan, Scanlon and McIntyre set out to capture Ned 

and Dan, and on 25 October camped at Stringybark Creek where they were seen by Ned. Next day Kennedy 

and Scanlon went out on patrol, leaving Lonigan and McIntyre at the camp. The Kelly gang surprised the 

camp and when Lonigan drew his revolver Ned shot him dead. McIntyre surrendered. When Kennedy and 

Scanlon returned, they did not surrender when called on, and in an exchange of shots Ned killed Scanlon 

and mortally wounded Kennedy. Ned later shot him in the heart, claiming it was an act of mercy. McIntyre 

escaped to Mansfield and reported the killings. 

 

On 15 November the Victorian government issued a proclamation of outlawry and offered rewards of £500 

for each of the gang, alive or dead. Police were mobilized but their methods of pursuit and of obtaining 

information were crude and inept. On 9 December the Kelly gang took possession of a sheep station at 

Faithfull's Creek, about four miles (6.4 km) out of Euroa, locking up twenty-two persons in a store-room. 

While Byrne guarded the captives, the other three went to Euroa where they held up the National Bank, 

taking £2000 in notes and gold. This crime resulted in a doubling of the reward, but on Saturday, 8 February 

1879, the gang struck again, this time at Jerilderie, a town about thirty miles (48 km) north of the Murray 

River. They locked up two policemen and took possession of the police station, remaining there until 

Monday morning. Wearing police uniforms, they held up the Bank of New South Wales for £2141 in notes 

and coin, and rounded up sixty persons in the Royal Hotel next door. Ned had given a written statement of 

over 8000 words to a bank-teller. What became of the original and of an earlier statement which Kelly sent 

to Donald Cameron, M.L.A. (1877-1880) is not known but, long after Kelly's death, copies made by a clerk in 

the Crown Law department became available. Known as the 'Cameron letter' and the 'Jerilderie letter', they 

are Kelly's explanation and justification of his conduct. 

 

The reward for the outlaws was increased to £2000 a head and black trackers were brought from 

Queensland. Aaron Sherritt, a friend of Joe Byrne's, became an agent for the police, and on Saturday, 27 

June 1880, was shot dead by Byrne in his own doorway near Beechworth, while the four constables 

assigned to guard Sherritt hid in a bedroom. Byrne and Dan then joined Ned and Hart at Glenrowan, where 

they took possession of the hotel run by Mrs Ann Jones and detained about sixty people. The outlaws 

foresaw that a special train would be sent from Melbourne on Sunday night, and would arrive at 

Glenrowan early on Monday, 29 June, and with the intention of wrecking it they compelled two railway 

workers to tear up some of the rails. The scheme came to nothing because a schoolmaster, Thomas 

Curnow, whom Ned had allowed to leave the hotel with his wife, child and sister, gave warning to the train 

crew. The other outlaws were equipped with armour made from plough mould-boards and Ned was 

protected by a cylindrical headpiece, breast and back plates and apron weighing about 90 lbs (41 kg). Little 

sleep and much consumption of alcohol affected their judgement and, although the armour limited their 

movements and use of firearms, it gave them a false sense of invulnerability. Under Superintendent Hare, 

the police surrounded the hotel and shooting began. Hare was shot in the arm and Ned wounded in the 

foot, hand and arm. Dan, Byrne and Hart took refuge in the hotel and Ned went into the bush. The police 

continued to fire; Byrne was shot in the thigh as he stood at the hotel bar, and bled to death. About 5 a.m. 

Ned returned, still clad in armour, looking huge and grotesque in the early mist. He was brought down by 

bullet wounds in the legs. 

 

Most of the captives in the hotel had succeeded in leaving the building, the last of them emerging about 10 

a.m. An old man named Cherry was in a detached kitchen, fatally wounded by a police bullet; young John 

Jones, son of the hotel-keeper, was similarly shot in the abdomen and died in hospital. With Ned captured 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/barry-redmond-2946
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and Byrne dead, only Dan and Hart were not accounted for, but the police continued to fire sporadically 

until 3 p.m., when a policeman set the building on fire. Father Matthew Gibney went into the burning 

building to administer the last rites and reported three dead bodies were inside. One, Byrne's, was brought 

out by police. The other two were those of Dan and Hart, who had apparently taken poison and were 

burned beyond recognition. On 28-29 October 1880 at Melbourne Kelly was tried for the murder of 

Constable Thomas Lonigan at Stringybark Creek. He was found guilty and the judge, Redmond Barry, 

sentenced him to death. 

 

Despite strong agitation for a reprieve Kelly was hanged at the 

Melbourne gaol on 11 November 1880. He met his end without fear. 

His last words were 'Ah well, I suppose it has come to this', and by 

another version, 'Such is life'.  

 

Ned Kelly, taken the day before he was hanged 

 

 

Henry Turner described Ned Kelly as 'a shabby skulker', but observed 

'It was a humiliating reflection … that the whole machinery of 

Government, the apparent zeal of a well-disciplined and costly police 

service, the stimulus of enormous rewards, and an expenditure of 

fully £100,000 were, for two whole years, insufficient to check the 

predatory career of these four reckless dare-devil boys'. 

 

Beside Ned his three companions are shadowy figures and would have been soon forgotten without him. In 

the Bulletin, 31 December 1966, Malcolm Ellis described Ned Kelly as 'one of the most cold-blooded, 

egotistical, and utterly self-centred criminals who ever decorated the end of a rope in an Australian jail'. As 

the outlaws were undoubtedly murderers and robbers, they should have excited public detestation. Yet it 

did not turn out that way, and the hold the Kelly legend has on Australian imagination is too clearly 

established to be disregarded. However deplorable, the popular estimate of Kelly's killings of the police at 

Stringybark Creek accords with his statement, 'I could not help shooting them, or else let them shoot me, 

which they would have done if their bullets had been directed as they intended', while elements of farce 

surrounding the bank robberies at Euroa and Jerilderie distract attention from the gravity of the crimes. 

 

Clive Turnbull claims that 'Ned Kelly is the best known Australian, our only folk hero … Popular instinct has 

found in Kelly a type of manliness much to be esteemed—to reiterate: courage, resolution, independence, 

sympathy with the under-dog'. The legend brought into being the phrase, 'As game as Ned Kelly', for 

describing the ultimate in bravery, inspired numberless imaginative tales and folk-ballads, and has taken 

new life in Sidney Nolan's series of Kelly-gang paintings. The legend still persists and seemingly has a 

compelling quality that appeals to something deeply rooted in the character of the 'average' Australian. 
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Here’s how America armed itself long before guns became a political issue 
 

There was a time when weapons were a part of 
daily attire. 
 
By Bill Worthen September 23, 2014, Bill 
Worthen is the director of the Historic Arkansas 
Museum in Little Rock and a life member of the 
Antique Bowie Knife Association. 
 

The bowie knife offered 19th Century 

Americans a variety of styles, including panels 

embossed with images of the notorious half-

horse/half-alligator, like this one by L. C. Wragg 

of Sheffield, England. (courtesy of Michael A. 

Worley) 

 

At an interesting time in our history, folks 
started wearing weapons as a part of their daily 
attire, to work and to play. In the 1830s, citizens 
of the Mississippi River Valley, in such 
communities as New Orleans, Natchez, 
Vicksburg, and Little Rock, armed themselves. 
They chose small weapons popular at the time 
— single-shot pistols, sword canes, and knives 
— as business accessories. Unlike some 
weapons advocates of today, they had no 

particular wish to make a point regarding “open carry.” Theirs was a response to changing circumstances, 
brought on, or at least assisted by, a technological advance: the steamboat. At least that’s my theory. 
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While weapons were universal on the frontier — almost every household had a rifle and all had a few good 
knives — communities prided themselves on order and stability. People moved west from such 
communities and settled into new places with the same desire to have order established, with the solid 
influence of law, religion, and women. The violence that seemed to plague every new outpost represented 
growth pangs of civilization, the friction between the wild and the settled, an anticipated, if unpleasant 
transition. 
 
This was the situation on the Mississippi and its tributaries once Louisiana opened to immigration after the 
Purchase in 1803. The influx proved disastrous for the native populations there, whose relations with 
France and Spain had been mutually respectful for generations. New American communities popped up all 
along the rivers, and the newcomers seemed to 
absorb everything before them. Initially, travel to 
and from these communities consisted of overland 
treks, under animal or human power, or water 
journeys, in flatboats or keelboats. Flatboats only 
went one way — downstream — and keelboating 
was slow and arduous, at least upstream. So 
travelers arrived in dribs and drabs: a few wagons 
here, a flatboat there. 
 

A Carrigan knife by James Black of Washington, 
Arkansas. (Buddy Thomason, courtesy Bill 

Worthen) 
 
 
Because of universally acknowledged dangers, traveling with weapons was a social convention. The influx 
of armed folks in small groups offered no problem for the communities of the West. But then, with the 
advent of the steamboat age after the War of 1812 — and ever larger steamboats — the streets of the 
West suddenly had to accommodate hundreds of armed travelers with the arrival of each boat. This armed 
invasion and a related increase in gambling and other dodgy activities encouraged the citizens of these 
towns to arm themselves, even when they weren’t traveling. 
 
Weapon choices were limited in their basic form, be it pistol, sword cane, or knife. But elaborations on the 
theme of knife blossomed for the fashionable consumer. The men of the 1830s and 1840s could choose 
among a delightful (or frightening, depending upon your perspective) assortment of self-defense knives, as 
they sought to maintain the balance of power in the communities of the West. Indeed the market 
demanded a new name for these bladed weapons, and the country settled on two: bowie knife and 
Arkansas toothpick. 
 
Jim Bowie killed a man with a knife in a duel gone bad — Jim was not one of the duelists, but he was an 
after-the-duel fighter — near Natchez in 1827. Some folks later declared that moment the birth of the 
bowie knife. “All the steel in the country was immediately converted into bowie-knives,” remembered one 
1837 newspaper. About the same time, “Arkansas knives” came to be referred to in newspapers and 
advertisements, later to become “Arkansas toothpicks.” The Arkansas connection likely stemmed from the 
frontier nature of place — where the unkind stereotype suggested violence settled all disputes and folks 
picked their teeth with large knives — and perhaps from the presence of James Black, a pioneering cutler 
whose knives were copied widely. 
 
Black made a knife utilitarian in form but highlighted with silver wrapped around the end of the pommel 
and on the other exposed metal areas of the handle. These knives didn’t include a cross guard or a clipped 
point, both of which became among the defining characteristics of a bowie knife. Daniel Searles of Baton 
Rouge, and, early on, Henry Schively of Philadelphia, were inspired by the traditional Mediterranean dirk 
knife, as more and more knife makers from around the country answered the surging demand. But 
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American cutlers were soon eclipsed, at least in terms of the volume of production, by the powerful cutlery 
industry of Sheffield, England, which jumped into almost every market around the globe. 
 
In terms of design, knives could be works of art: witness the production of Samuel Bell and California 
cutlers before the Civil War. Bell’s skill as a silversmith left us with beautifully crafted knives and integrally 
connected sheaths, and California knives often featured local resources—including abalone and gold—to 
punctuate the maker’s creativity. 
 

A California knife by Michael Price of San 
Francisco, courtesy of Michael A. Worley. 
(Buddy Thomason, courtesy Bill Worthen) 
 
All things considered, the bowie knife world 
offered every variation in handle, guard, 
blade, and sheath. You could choose among 
handles of different woods, ivory, horn, 
silver, even those California abalone shells, 
enhanced by precious metals, or nickel silver, 
in a variety of shapes, some with elaborate 
pommel caps (crowns, horse-heads, and the 
like) or with panels which might include an 
image of the notorious half-horse/half-
alligator or a reclining lion, as some makers 
seemed to forget that these were tools 
meant to fit comfortably in a hand. Guards 
went from none at all to simple projections 
to eagle wings to elaborate pressed metal. 
And there was the matter of blades to 
consider, from 6 to 12 inches and beyond, 
flat-backed, clipped pointed, spear shaped, 
with etched, stamped, or engraved 
decorations involving patriotic slogans, 
interesting images, or anything that might 
entice the buyer. The result: a flowering of 
style the humble self-defense knife had not 
seen for centuries. 

 
Today, bowie knives and Arkansas toothpicks are prized collector items. Long lost to the modern definition 
of these knives is their early incarnation as fashionable weapons for the fashionable man (gone by the time 
of the Civil War), and, those who use knives all the time—cooks and hunters, especially—wouldn’t normally 
chose bowies. But the creativity spent on the early knives is not lost to us today. Popular culture regularly 
returns to the 1820s and 1830s for historical stimulation. “Andy” Jackson, “Davy” Crockett, the legendary 
brawler Mike Fink, Jim Bowie, and the saga of the Alamo all evoke a time when the most effective weapon 
in one’s arsenal was likely a knife. The life-and-death nature of these objects heightens our appreciation of 
them as tangible links to our pioneering past. 
 
This essay was written for What It Means to Be American, a national conversation hosted by the 
Smithsonian and Zocalo Public Square, which partners with PostEverything. 
 

http://whatitmeanstobeamerican.org/
http://americanhistory.si.edu/
http://zocalopublicsquare.org/
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The Jacobite Blade by Cathey Brimage 
 
I became interested in swords with patriotic engravings when I purchase a 
rather puzzling basket hilt.  The puzzle is that for all intensive purposes this 
sword would have belonged to an Officer serving in a British dragoon 
regiment, however even a Scottish soldier serving under the British would not 
dare carry a sword with a dedication to William Wallace, which this sword 
clearly has. 
 
Sir William Wallace was a Scottish knight who became one of the main leaders 
during the Wars of Scottish Independence.  Along with Andrew Moray, 
Wallace defeated an English army at the Battle of Stirling Bridge in September 
1297.  He was appointed Guardian of Scotland and served until his defeat at 
the Battle of Falkirk in July 1298. In August 1305, Wallace was captured in 
Robroyston, near Glasgow, and handed over to King Edward I of England, who 
had him hanged, drawn, and quartered for high treason and crimes against 
English civilians. 
 
Since his death, Wallace has obtained an iconic status far beyond his 
homeland.  He is the protagonist of Blind Harry's 15th-century epic poem The 
Wallace and the subject of literary works by Sir Walter Scott and Jane Porter, 
and of the Academy Award-winning film Braveheart(1995).  However to this 
day, William Wallace is regarded by the British as a traitor and a criminal, so 
how did this inscription end up on an otherwise English Dragoon Basket hilt, we may never know. 
 
My sword came to Australia from Arbour Antiques London where it was purchased by a friend of many 
years ago.  When Arbour received the sword, the blade had been completely bent over at the hilt as if 
someone had sought to destroy it or at least render it useless.  My understanding is that Arbour had the 
blade reheated and straightened and the sword restored to its current condition.  Reheating the blade has 
removed colour and probably engraving from one side.  The sword has a typically English Pommel but as 
mentioned there is an area of engraved decoration that does not fit with the sword serving in an English 
Regiment.  Along the top of the area of decoration are the words “this was the sword of the immortal 
saviour” below this is the Scottish Lion flanked on either side with foliage decoration then below that the 
words “Wallace Regent of Scotland A.D. 1298.” 
 
Again, I have difficulty believing that an English soldier would dare carry a blade in the memory of William 
Wallace, or that a Scot serving in an English regiment would take such a risk.  According to Pat Tougher 
“Scottish Sword and Shield” This sword is an odd one.  The pommel and the basket appear to be English 
dragoon 1760 thru to 1780.  The blade he feels is older, possibly a pickup form the battle of Culloden, 1746.  
He advised that there were many English troops who picked up swords after the battle and kept them as 
they were better than what they had.  Pat has a few in his possession.  Unfortunately with no writing on 
them. 
 
Haydn Vesty, Australian Waterloo Sword Collector, believes it is a 1745 Etched Patriotic Blade, for an 
Officer in Scottish Dragoon Guards regiment, which were part of the British Cavalry.  If the blade does date 
to Culloden then if you were on the winning side would you want to pick this one up and re-use it, I guess 
we will never know. 
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Another  Scottish Basket Hilted Back Sword of Jacobite Interest Circa 
1740 Featured on the dealer site Alban Arms and Armour 
 
Described as  
A good quality, well proportioned, Scottish basket hilted backsword 
dating to circa 1740 with a Jacobite inscription to the blade.  The 
fully formed basket is constructed from iron bars forged into two 
main guard panels and three secondary guard panels, which are 
pierced with circles, hearts, quatrefoils, linear grooves and with 
edges fretted with chevrons and merlons.  The pommel is cone-
shaped with a central groove seated just below the middle which 
extends around nine tenths of the circumference of the pommel and 
into which the three upper arms of the basket are secured. Four sets 
of parallel lines radiate from the central tang button. Between each 
set is a pronounced groove. Between these a similar line design is 
present in the form of downward pointing chevrons. The grip is of 
wood, spirally grooved, covered with shagreen, and a double 
flattened silver wire binding blackened with age.  
 
Of back sword form the blade has a short ricasso with a short fuller extending along the blunt front edge for 
approximately one inch before the cutting edge begins. Two further fullers extend from the hilt. One 
extends underneath the blunt back edge for four fifths of the blade length after which the blade becomes 
double edged. The second fuller is located below this and runs parallel with the upper fuller to terminate 
approximately four inches from the blade tip. In the two fullers either side is the inscription: xx GOTT 
BEWAHR DIE xx xx AVFRECHTE SCHOTTEN xx. The translation is: "GOD PRESERVE THE UPRIGHT SCOTS".  
 
It is known that a number of blades were made in Germany for mounting in Scotland with Scottish hilts 
which were inscribed by their makers with slogans sympathetic to Jacobite Scots.  Obviously, the makers 
knew their markets and the blades and inscriptions are often of high quality (though sometimes with 
dubious spelling), presumably manufactured for the more wealthy Scottish Jacobite gentry because of the 
undoubted expense involved.  
 
The blades fall into two camps. The first group dates to the early part of the 18th century and the union of 
Scottish and English Parliaments in the 1707 Act of Union.  Jacobite propaganda targeted Anti-Union 
Nationalistic sentiment in Scotland with intentions to repeal the Act once James the 8th was on the throne. 
Anti-Unionism generally became synonymous with Jacobitism in the run-up to the failed 1715 Rebellion.  
The second group of blades are a generation later and date to the period before the 1745 Rebellion.  On 
the best of these blades James the 8th becomes James III of Great Britain.  Variations in the quality and 
extent of the inscriptions are apparent.  
 
The blade on the sword described here is of second 
quarter 18th century date. The inscription seems to 
be a diluted form of the so-called "Rhyming" blades 
produced in the run-up to the '45. The sword is in 
good, tight order and of high quality similar to those 
produced in Stirling by the Allan family at the time. 
The wristguard has been replaced. The metal 
surfaces are generally in fair condition and the basket 
retains a good original shape. The overall length is 38 
inches (96.5 cm). The blade is 32.5 inches (82.5 cm) 
long. 
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SUB-RENEWALS 
 
Renewals are due on the 30th June each year and must be paid by this date to retain membership. 
 
Individual Membership: $40.00  Family Membership: $60.00 &  Concession membership: $20.00 
 

UPDATE YOUR DETAILS 
 
Members can assist in verifying details for the membership list by providing the following details: 
 
Surname:……………………………………………..Other Names:………………………………………………………………… 
 
Date of birth:……/……/…….. 
 
Address:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………Post code:……………………………………………………… 
 
Contact Details: Work(……)…………………………….A/Hours:……………………………Mobile: ………………………………… 
 
Email Address:…………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
(Required for Magazine and member updates) 
 
If you do not have a personal email address we can send the News Letter to a nominated friend or relative 
who can give you access, just provide us with their email address. 
 

 Jacobite flag 
banner from 
The Battle of 
Culloden 1746 
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Meetings and Topics 
 
Meetings are held on the third Friday of each month at the Eastwood Community Centre, 95 Glen 
Osmond Road Eastwood, commencing at 7.30pm.  All members are reminded and encouraged to 
bring along items for display.  Don’t like the topic categories on the night, no problem, pick your 
own. 
 
* Note: All ammunition, loose or packeted / boxed, must be securely contained to prevent handling 

 
Newsletter contributions are welcomed, including items members wish to buy and/or sell.  To 
submit material for Barrels & Blades please email Brimage@optusnet.com.au 
 

Calendar of Topics 
*Note: Display topics will change as required to accommodate member requests 

Next Meeting  GENERAL - Broad field 

of arms. 

SPECIALIST - Types of 

particular interest. 

THEME - Periods, 

places or users.   
General 

July 

Longarms Interesting markings, 

eg: patriotic, retailer 

slogans 

Ned Kelly 

Anything in 

your 

collecting 

interest. 

You Choose, 

Surprise us 

August 
Bayonets Presentation/ceremonia

l/decorated 

Japan 

September 
Pistols Curiosa,  Multi purpose 

/Combination 

Zulu Wars 

October Armour Army United Kingdom 

November 
Canons, Ordinance and 

grenades 

Navy American, Wild, Wild 

west 

December 
Christmas supper from 6pm – Please contribute to the communal table – 

some drinks provided.  

January Headgear Cavalry European 

February Powder Horns & Flasks Daggers, Dirks & knives Indian Mutiny  

March Edged Weapons Sport/recreation/target American Civil War 

April Medals and Badges Antiquities Pre 500AD  English Civil War 

May 
Loading tools and 

Accessories 

Police, prison or 

bushranger 

Scottish 

June 

The Indian Raj Items with provenance Seen on screen i.e. 

items seen in film 

and or television. 

Red – denotes new or changed topics 
  

mailto:Brimage@optusnet.com.au
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LICENCE COMPLIANCE & RENEWAL APPLICATION 
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NOMINATION FOR COMMITTEE.  (SA)  
 
COLLECTORS OF ANTIQUE AND FINE ARMS 
 
PO BOX 552 
FULLARTON 5063 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
 
ADVANCED NOTICE RE: COMMITTEE ELECTIONS 2017-2018 DUE TO BE HELD AT THE AUGUST 
2017 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 

 
Previously the committee has been elected at the AGM from members proposed from the floor.  A review of 
our constitution has identified this practice as an inconsistency.  Nominations for 2017-2018 will be run in 
accordance with the constitution as follows: 
 
All nominations must be in writing and signed by the Nominee, the Proposer and the Seconder.  The 
Nominee, the Proposer and the Seconder must be financial full members eligible to move motions and to 
vote. 
 

 A member may make more than one proposal or secondment. 

 A member may nominate himself/herself for any vacant office. 

 All nominations shall close 14 days before the date set for the Annual General Meeting. 

 Nominations will not be publicly declared until after the expiration of the specified date and time when 
nominations closed. 

 When more candidates are nominated than there are vacancies, their order on the ballot-paper or 
chalk-board shall be in alphabetical order of their respective surnames. 

 If insufficient nominations are received to fill any position(s) then the Chairperson shall call for 
nominations from the floor at the Annual General Meeting. 

 Each retiring Officer shall be eligible for re-election provided that such Officer is re-nominated in 
accordance with this Constitution. 

 
*************************************************************************************************************************** 
 

HERITAGE ARMS SOCIETY INC.  (SA) 
 
NOMINATION FORM 
 
Nominations are now being called for the 2017-2018 Committee 
 
We would like to hear from members who are prepared to consider a position on 
the committee.  You may either nominate another member, or yourself.  Committee members are required 
to be both financial and active members of the society who attend a minimum of 8 meetings a year. 
 
Nomination: Nominee:  ………………………………………………………………………………… 

(full name, Block letters please) 
 
for the Position: ……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Proposed by: ……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

(full name, Block letters please) 
 
Seconded: ……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

(full name, Block letters please) 
 
 
Nomination received by:  ____________________________________ Date received:__________________ 
 Signature 
 
Completed nominations must be sent to  The Secretary - Dennis Dale, PO Box 9, YACKA  SA  5470 and 
received before Friday the 4th August 2017, being 14 day prior to the AGM.  
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HERITAGE ARMS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 


